
Key Dates Coming Up 
 
Monday 7th July – Year 6 Performance 
Wednesday 9th July – Year 6 Performance 
Friday 11th July – Leavers Lunch and Rounders 
Sunday 13th July – Year 6 to the Isle of Wight 
Tuesday 15th July – Nursery Picnic 
Friday 18th July – End of Term (1.30pm finish) 
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Week beginning Monday 7th July 
 

Language of the Week 
 

Latvian Hello Good Morning Good Afternoon 
Sveiki Labrit Labdien 

https://omniglot.com/language/phrases/latvian.php 
 
 
The Makaton Sign of the Week ‘sand’                          Character Virtue of the Week                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
              

                                              
 

7th July SAND.mov

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
Thank you for sending in your children this week especially well prepared for the hot conditions.  This 
has made managing the heat earlier in the week that much easier.  The forecast for the remaining 
two weeks looks like it won’t get up to the temperatures we had earlier in the week but best be 
prepared.  So please do ensure children come in with their drink bottles, hats and sunscreen on.    
 
Resilience  
 
This week in whole school assembly I spoke to the children about ‘resilience’, probably my favourite  
Raglan Character Virtue. We discussed the concept of bounce-back-ability and that 
no matter how you stretch or contort a rubber band it will always bounce-back into its shape.   
 
 

https://omniglot.com/language/phrases/latvian.php


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
I explained that school and life is a bit like this.  We are challenged and stretched in different ways, but if 
we work hard and never give up, we do maintain our shape, and further strengthen our own sense of self.   
 
I then shared the story of a swallow who makes a 3000 mile journey each year from Africa to Scotland to 
nest.  We looked at all of the challenges that the swallow has to overcome, the way that it has to improvise  
(like learning to drink water whilst still flying) to achieve its target.  The swallow’s journey stretches them 
physically and because not all of the weather conditions are conducive to an easy flight, the swallow has to 
keep trying and overcome this.  We then discussed ways to help improving our resilience.  We all agreed 
that never giving up and trying your best no matter how many times it takes to achieve your goal are the 
best ways to build resilience. 
 
With a rapidly changing world (local, national and global) around us, I believe that never before has it 
been this important for children to develop a strong resilience and an ability to bounce-back from challenges 
they face here at school, as well as those that are in front of them in life.  I will always maintain that 
regardless of academic ability, the most important attributes to have are those core inter-personal skills 
which represent our Raglan Character Virtues:  Kind, Ready, Safe, Confident, Independent and Resilient.  If a 
child develops these, and goes onto secondary school with them secure then they have every chance of 
making that phase of their schooling a huge success.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                    
 
 
                                                                                                



 

 

  

Great news from Bromley & South East London JKA Karate Club! 

We are delighted to share with you that some of our children who go to the Karate Club here at Raglan 
took part in the JKA National Championships on Saturday.  It was a tough competition but we are pleased 
to say that four pupils from Raglan participated and a gold medal in kumite and a silver medal in kata 
were won.  Congratulations to them and their hard work and to JKA Karate Club who won 52 medals and 
two trophies in total! 
 

 
 
 
 

And Finally… 

 
As the year draws in to a close I would ask parents to keep an eye on the school calendar for the events 
we have left that relate to your child.  I would also like to remind you all that we do finish at 1.30pm on 
the last day of term which is Friday 18th July.   
 
In addition to this please do keep up the momentum of having your child access TTS Rock Stars!  We will 
do the final top 20 in the last week!  Please do plan on your child having at least two books to read cover 
to cover over the holiday period also!  READ, READ and READ more!  
 
I would like to thank you all for your continued support, 
 
Mr De Freitas    

 



  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality Information 

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every 
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the 
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they 
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoea, or both they should be away from school for 48 
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this 
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the 
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team. 

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect 
children to be in school on time, daily. 

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory 
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence 
Absence.’ 

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or 
below: 

Step 1 – general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%. 

Step 2 – if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and 
Mrs Lisle. 

Step 3 – for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs 
Collins and I. 

Step 4 – if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to 
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may 
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’ 
referral with the Local Authority. 

Step 5 – should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care 
referral. 

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into 
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the 
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We 
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence. 

 

Leave from School Requests 

I will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of 
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and I 
always look at every individual case on its own merit.  As you know, I do appreciate many of you have 
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request 
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent 
absence), I will consider applying the penalty fine. 

 

Penalty notices 

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure 
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty 
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a 
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as 
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE) 
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a 
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being 
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular 
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice 
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your 
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence. 
 
Parents and Carers need to be aware that if your child is absence from school for ten or more days 
in a row (without explanation) they are legally considered ‘missing in education.’  This will result in 
the school making a social care referral and contacting the appropriate agencies.      

 
 

 


