
Key Dates Coming Up 
 
Sunday 13th July – Year 6 to the Isle of Wight 
Tuesday 15th July – Nursery Picnic 
Thursday 17th July – Year 6 back from the Isle of Wight 
Friday 18th July – End of Term (1.30pm finish) 
Monday 1st September – First day of term 
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Week beginning Monday 14th July 
 

Language of the Week 
 

Czech Hello Good Morning Good Afternoon 
Ahoj  
(a-hoy) 

Dobré ráno  
(dob-reh ra-noh) 

Dobré odpoledne 
(dob-reh opold-neh) 

https://omniglot.com/language/phrases/czech.php 

 
The Makaton Sign of the Week ‘sea’                          Character Virtue of the Week                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
              

                                                 

14th July SEA.mov

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Congratulations The Class of 2025  
 
The Year 6 children have performed tremendously well both collectively and individually across the 
entire year.  Their leadership of the school has raised the bar even higher on last years’ cohort, and 
that standard of leadership was already great.  The Class of 2025 have displayed an enormous 
amount of compassion, kindness and humility.  In addition to this, their attitude to learning and 
approach to school life is truly inspired.  It has been a privilege to work with them these last three 
years – and especially this year.  I am incredibly proud of their achievements and the wonderful 
young people they are.  There is no doubt they are all ready to make the next step into secondary 
school and I am sure they will all reach the summit of many mountains!  We are all wishing you a 
wonderful year finale with your trip to the Isle of Wight that sets out on Sunday morning.   Don’t 
forget to pack a cap and sunscreen!   
 
 

 
 

https://omniglot.com/language/phrases/czech.php


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Oliver With A Twist    
 
What an incredible performance Year 6 gave us this week with their production.  Who’d have thought that 
Bill Sykes was an undercover policeman!  The performance marvelled the audiences of each performance.  I 
would like to thank the Year 6 adult team for all of their hard work in coordinating rehearsals and 
props.  Their commitment was amazing.  I wold also like to thank Mrs Perry (one of our Reception parents) 
who shared her West End experience and expertise to support the children, guide them and inspire them to 
deliver what was a complete triumph!  Congratulations Year 6 on a superb production.     
 

 

 
 
 



 

  

Congratulations and Farewell 
 
After many, many years of decorated service to our school and its community, Mrs Lisle is retiring at the 
end of next week.  Mrs Lisle is an institution here at Raglan and she will be greatly missed.  I have only 
had the privilege of working with her for these past three years but she has been a wonderful colleague 
and we will all miss her.  I am sure you share with me in wishing her all the very best and the happiest of 
retirements.  Thank you Mrs Lisle for all you have done for so many children, staff and families.  You are 
part of the fabric of our school. 
 

 

 
 

 
The Monumentals Rock Raglan 
 
Yesterday the children had a real treat when The Monumentals performed for them.  As you know from my 
previous Newsletter, The Monumentals had their origins in Year 6 at my previous school in 2018-
2019.  They have developed and formed into The Monumentals.  Last year the lads won a national event 
which meant they had the chance to ‘gig’ at the Isle of Wight Music Festival.  I hope that our children in 
Rock Steady Rock School were especially inspired to keep playing their instruments and develop.  I also 
hope more children were inspired by The Monumentals to take up music and performance!   I would like to 
say a massive thank you to The Monumentals for their time and also their performance!  Who knows – if 
the lads continue the trajectory they are on and become a global sensation, our children would have seen 
them early on!  As their former head teacher I am so very proud of them and what they have achieved. 
 

 
 

Climbing Mountains – Transition Assembly  
 
On Wednesday the children spent the day with their new 
teachers.  This is an important part of the transition 
process into their new classes.  In addition to this I led a 
transition themed assembly and discussed how change is 
just another part of the challenge (mountain) that we 
need to brave and climb!  I shared our key resilience 
messages again with the children such as: try, try, try 
again and, the Chinese Proverb ‘Fall down seven times – 
get up eight!’  I used one of my heroes in life (the great 
Mo Farah) to share his formula for success which is all 
about ‘grafting and hard work.’   As this year draws to a 
close we look forward and ahead to the next school year 
with enthusiasm and positivity.    

 



 

 

 

  

Year 6 
 
Last Friday, Year 6 were fortunate enough to be visited by Gosia Swat (Jacob in Rhino's class mum), who 
delivered a brilliantly engaging session on taxation and the role of HMRC. The children participated in 
interactive activities designed to simulate how taxation works in real life. It was an enjoyable and informative 
experience for all and prompted some in-depth discussion about funding priorities.  
 
A special thank you to Gosia for helping to facilitate this valuable learning opportunity. 
 

 
 
 

Year 4 
 
This term Year 4 have been learning what food is in season at particular times of the year. The children had to 
put into practise everything they have learnt about seasonal food and make their own sandwich using 
ingredients that are grown or caught at this time of the year.  
 
 

 



  

Rocksteady Concert 
 
A massive congratulations to all of the children who performed this morning for the termly Rocksteady Rock 
School concert.  The Rocksteady program has been a huge success story for us these past two years and 
we hope that it will continue to flourish.  The confidence children get from performing is incredible and 
helps to set them up for success.  Music and performance enables the children to experience creativity on 
another level and helps them express themselves.  It is also a massively positive vehicle to help transition 
into secondary school.  Again, thank you Mitchell for your commitment to our children and a huge well 
done to everyone in Rocksteady Rock School.   
 
We have some vacancies for next year – so please do sign up by accessing the link here 
 

  
 
 
 

 

To celebrate the lovely warm 
weather, Science Club made ice-
cream in a bag using the reaction 
between salt and ice. They even 
got great results using dairy free 
milk and cream. Yummy!!! 

 

https://raglanprimary.school/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Rocksteady-enrolment-letter-schools-08.06.22.pdf


 

 

  

 

 
 
We are pleased to say that we have achieved our Eco Schools Green Flag Award again this year!  Here is 
what they have said 

 
Your greatest overall success: Your proudest achievement this year was the incredible litter picking event, 
which brought together families and members of the local community in a shared mission to care for our 
environment. This event not only made a visible impact but also deepened our sense of community and 
strengthened the values of responsibility and collective action. It was a shining example of how small hands 
and big hearts can make a powerful difference. We also loved… 
 
• The opener on your Action Plan was meant to capture the energy and intention behind your whole Eco-
Schools journey—it’s all about setting the tone and building momentum from day one. “Start as we mean to 
go on” isn’t just a slogan; it’s a mindset, and clearly you’re walking the talk in the most inspiring way. 
• Your calendar sounds like an absolute showcase of environmental enthusiasm—and it’s thrilling to see so 
many creative, hands-on activities lined up. Each one is not just a fun event, but a meaningful step toward 
fostering eco-consciousness in your community.  
 
• Year 1 truly embraced the wonders of the outdoors in a learning experience that beautifully blended 
science with spirituality. As they explored the school grounds, children observed living creatures in their 
natural habitats that sparked thoughtful conversations about caring for creatures great and small and how 
we might shape our environment to make it welcoming and safe. In a stroke of clever cross-curricular 
planning, this exploration was seamlessly linked with the Creation Story in RE. 
 
• Year 4 explored how Egypt has evolved over time, with a particular focus on the River Nile’s enduring 
importance to its people. Pupils examined how the Nile’s course and floodplain have shifted over 
thousands of years, shaping agriculture and settlement patterns, and how modern challenges like dam 
construction may impact its future. These studies helped pupils understand the delicate balance between 
nature and human influence across both geography and science. 
 
And Finally… 

 
As you know reports were released to parents and carers today.  Please note that there is no booking 
system to discuss these with class teachers next Wednesday after-school.  If you do wish to you will need to 
be patient if there are parents discussing these ahead of you.  
 
I would also like to encourage parents and carers to ensure your children are reading throughout the 
summer break and accessing TTS Rock Stars.   
 
Thanks you for your continued support, 
 
Mr De Freitas  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality Information 

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every 
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the 
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they 
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoea, or both they should be away from school for 48 
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this 
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the 
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team. 

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect 
children to be in school on time, daily. 

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory 
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence 
Absence.’ 

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or 
below: 

Step 1 – general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%. 

Step 2 – if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and 
Mrs Lisle. 

Step 3 – for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs 
Collins and I. 

Step 4 – if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to 
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may 
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’ 
referral with the Local Authority. 

Step 5 – should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care 
referral. 

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into 
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the 
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We 
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence. 

 

Leave from School Requests 

I will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of 
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and I 
always look at every individual case on its own merit.  As you know, I do appreciate many of you have 
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request 
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent 
absence), I will consider applying the penalty fine. 

 

Penalty notices 

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure 
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty 
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a 
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as 
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE) 
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a 
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being 
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular 
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice 
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your 
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence. 
 
Parents and Carers need to be aware that if your child is absence from school for ten or more days 
in a row (without explanation) they are legally considered ‘missing in education.’  This will result in 
the school making a social care referral and contacting the appropriate agencies.      

 
 

 


