
Key Dates Coming Up 
 
Tuesday 10th – Friday 13th June – Stem Café 
Thursday 12th June – Year 5 trip to Rochester Cathedral 
Thursday 19th June – Year 5 and 6 Athletics Event 
Tuesday 24th June – Strawberry Tea 
Friday 27th June – Giraffes Family Assembly 
Friday 27th June – Nursery Sports Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     
 
 
   
   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
     
 
     

                               6th June 2025 
  

 
 
 
 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10th March 

WALK.mp4
 

 
 
 
  

NEWSLETTER 
 
 
 

www.raglanprimary.school 

 

 
X @raglanprimary 
Instagram @raglanprimaryschool  

 

Week beginning Monday 9th June 
 

Language of the Week 
 

Lithuanian Hello Good Morning Good Afternoon 
Labas 

Pronunciation:  
ah-bahs 

Labas Rytas 
Pronunciation:  

lah-bahs ree-tahs 

Laba Diena 
Pronunciation: 

lah-bah de-ayna 
  https://omniglot.com/language/phrases/lithuanian.php 

 
The Makaton Sign of the Week ‘sandwich’                       Character Virtue of the Week                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                     

9th June SANDWICH.mov
 

 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome back to the last half term of this academic year.  I simply cannot believe how rapidly this 
year has unfolded.  I know that we often say that but this year seems to have gone by in a 
flash!  The last half term of the academic year is an incredibly busy one.   
 
As a staff team we are preparing the children for the transition into their new year groups, as well 
as ensuring that we complete delivering the curriculum; making it accessible for all children. In 
addition to this, we have the preparation of transition for our new Reception intake, as well as 
further helping our Year 6 cohort be as secondary school ready as possible.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://omniglot.com/language/phrases/lithuanian.php


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

There is a lot going on over the next seven weeks and we will endeavour to keep communicating all dates 
and events to parents and carers ahead of time so that we minimize any opportunity that parents and carers 
miss an event that they should have attended for their children.     
 
I would ask that all parents and carers keep an eye on the school calendar (on Arbor, the website and at the 
top of each Newsletter) as well as reading all the communications that come out from school.   
  
I would like to say a massive congratulations to all children for their participation in Sports Day which was 
held on the last Friday before the half term break.  Thank you parents for your incredible support.  The 
weather gods were kind to us and the event was able to unfold in full without restriction!  I would like to say 
a massive thank you to the teachers and staff team for making this possible.  I would also like to send a very 
special thank you to the students from Ravensbourne School who supported the children and the event 
organisation on the day.  They were simply incredible.  I would especially like to thank Mr Boorman for 
another sporting triumph at Raglan.  His months of preparation saw a truly exceptional day for our 
children.  We now look ahead to the Sports Café in the last week of September, which will culminate in our 
School Cross Country.  More to follow on this.  The results of Sports Day are listed below in Mr Boorman’s 
report.  
 
I would like to say an enormous thank you to Mrs Simpson, Mrs Collins, Miss Ezinwa and all the adult support 
for organising what was a hugely successful Bake Off.  We also had a celebrity guest that featured very 
successfully in the real life TV Bake Off.  Please do read below for more details!  This was another Raglan 
triumph and I am incredibly proud of the staff team that led this, the children that entered and the parents / 
carers for supporting.  The funds raised will go directly into supporting the EYFS provision.  
 
Puffins Family Assembly 

  
This morning Puffins ‘wowed’ their audience giving a showcase of learning and performance of the highest 
quality.  It was tremendous to see their growth in independence and confidence come to the fore as they 
recited poetry, sang and performed.  From the African story-telling, to the demonstration of ‘Rainmakers’, 
they celebrated their African themed topic and learning.  I was hugely impressed with the use of their 
figurative language in their African Poetry.  The children of Puffins deserve every credit for giving us all a 
terrific experience.  A massive well done to them and the staff team for all their support.  You all put an 
enormous smile on our faces! Thank you!  
   

      
 

 
 

 



  

Assembly - Reading is a Superpower!  
 

 
 
On Wednesday this week one of our parent governors, Ms Elliot – Wilson, led a truly inspirational assembly 
where reading was at the forefront!  This was a celebration of reading but equally Ms Elliot – Wilson (who is 
the Head of English at Buller’s Wood Boys School) explained why reading is so important for everyone to learn 
life-long skills.  Ms Elliot –Wilson discussed with the children how reading is a superpower, as well as shared her 
favourite book: The Chronicles of Narnia by CS Lewis.  The other staff (one an ex-pupil) from Bullers Wood also 
shared their love of reading, their favourite book and also spoke about the wonders of libraries.  The pupils 
from Bullers Wood also shared their passion for reading and explained why the book they brought in was their 
favourite.  Ms Elliot – Wilson, her colleagues and the pupils led a workshop for Reading and Writing in Year 6 
during the morning.  This was a tremendous experience for everyone.  A massive thank you to our friends at 
Bullers Wood Boys School.  We look forward to seeing them back next year!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Junior Travel Ambassadors  
 
A massive congratulations to our Junior 
Travel Ambassadors as the school 
received a recognition award from 
London Transport for Learning.  This is 
a result of the school and community 
coming together to secure the 20MPH 
speed signs as well as our promotion of 
pedestrian safety. 

 



 

  

 
Thank You for Making Raglan Bake Off 2025 a Sweet Success! 
 

 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who took part in this year’s Raglan Bake Off!  
 
We were impressed by the enthusiasm, creativity, and talent on display from all our amazing young bakers — 
you truly made the event something special. From cuddly cookies to showstopping cakes, your bakes were as 
inspiring as they were delicious! 
 
A very special thank you as well to our guest celebrity judge Christiaan de Vries [GBBO S15] and partner and 
ex pupil Nick, for taking time out of their busy schedule to offer a helping hand. Your thoughtful feedback, 
encouragement, and expert tasting made the day even more memorable. 
 
Every participant should be incredibly proud — the standard was sky-high, and the atmosphere was full of fun 
and creativity, as a result we have had to add extra winners in our categories. Thank you all for helping make 
Raglan Bake Off 2025 an unforgettable event. 
 

🎉 And now, a big congratulations to our winners! 

 
Certificates and prizes will be given out to class teachers to hand over to the children. We will also be handing 
back cake containers in the KS1 playground after school today. Please collect these from outside the house. 
 
We’re so proud of everyone who got involved — whether you baked, tasted, judged, or sampled the cakes.  
 
Until next year... keep whisking, mixing, and dreaming big! 
 
Slip Slop Slap (Be Sunsmart)  
 
This time each year I am always reminded of a great ‘Aussie’ Sunsmart campaign of the 1980s!  Its message 
was simple in terms of staying safe in the sun and minimising the harmful UV rays the summer sun brings 
us:  SLIP SLOP SLAP.  This means SLIP on a shirt, SLOP on some sunscreen and SLAP on a hat. 
 
I would ask all parents and carers to ensure that on sunny days (whatever the temperature during this half 
term)  to ensure your children come to school with sunscreen applied, have a hat / cap with their name on it, as 
well as have a drink bottle (clearly named).  
 

 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
School Council  
 
Following our School Council meeting members of our School Council met with Mr DeFreitas, Mrs Collins, Laleah 
and the Manger of Olive our school catering team. 
  
We discussed the portioning of school dinners. Children felt the portions were too small. 
  
More options for vegan-baguettes and gluten free. 
  
The outcome was as follows: 
 
Baguettes back on the menu 
Pizza every two weeks 
More veggie, vegan and gluten free options 
Gluten free cake 
Theme days 
Build your own burger day 
Pizza the Action day 
Around the World Country day 
Leavers lunch day 

 

School Sport and Games Award  
 
A massive congratulations to Mr Boorman for leading 
sport in the school the way he has done again this 
year; and as a result for the third successive year the 
school has achieved the Gold Award for Sports 
Competition and Games participation.  This is not an 
easy award to achieve at Bronze level so to gain this 
at Gold three years in a row is an outstanding 
achievement.   
  
The financial constraints from central government 
(despite a change of this a year ago) on schools is still 
impacting negatively on us.  This will only get worse 
for sport because the ‘Sport Premium’ government 
fund that all primary schools have been receiving will 
stop at the end of this academic year.  For us that 
means losing £27K that was being directly used to 
enhance and provide sporting experiences for our 
children.  We will continue to commit to as much sport 
as we can going forward despite the increased gloom 
about the ‘Sport Premium’ funding stopping (without 
known replacement.) 
  
Again, a massive well-done Mr Boorman.  

 



 

  

Sports Day 

 
On the last Friday of the term, Raglan hosted our annual sports day event. It was a fantastic day filled with 
fun, sporting accomplishments and many fantastic memories, along with some superb team and individual 
sports performances. As the leader for PE and sport, it made me so happy to see so many children fully 
engaging and joining in with the activities. But arguably even more wonderful was the support and 
sportsmanship on display, with children cheering on not just their team but revelling in the class success as well. 
  
All in, it was wonderful day across the morning with KS1, Reception and Sharks and the afternoon for the KS2 
and Frogs children.  
  
A massive thank you to Mrs Prescott for assisting in getting the planning for this event, to all the staff who 
assisted on the day, to the sports leaders who supported and motivated the children throughout their activities 
and to you all, parents and carers, for walking the children to the park and supporting them in such a positive 
manner. 
  
The results from the sports day are being revealed to the children today (Friday) and it was an incredibly 
tight affair, with just 26 points separating the 4 houses. The results were as follows: 
  

Attenborough (386) 

Asher Smith (367) 

Yousafzai (363) 

Luther King (360) 

  
Once again, an enormous thank you to you all for a wonderful day of sport and I am already looking 
forward to the event next year  
  
Mr Boorman  
Year 5 teacher and PE lead  
 

 
 



 

 

  

 
Year 2 - Natural History Museum 
 
On Tuesday, Year 2 took a tour of different under the sea habitats in an interactive show at the Natural 
History Museum. They went from 10 metres under the sea to all the way down to the midnight zone. The 
children were extremely well behaved and their behaviour was noticed by members of the public. We 
would like to thank all the parents who came and supported us on the trip.  
 

 
 

 



  

  
Wraparound Care Interest Survey – Nursery Families  

We are exploring the possibility of offering wraparound care for nursery children, including: 

 Breakfast Club (with breakfast) 

 1-Hour Extended Session 

 After-School Club (with a hot meal, from 4:00–6:00 pm) 

These would run outside of the usual funded nursery hours. Please complete this short survey to help us 

understand your family's needs. Thank you! 
 

 
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=62njOkV97EGsqhZbPKhNRyS2sETIyjlOhcZcZ7h5
BupUNEpDRTZNWkVSTlBNOTE4MUZLRk9ONElDRS4u 

 
And Finally… 

 
With seven weeks to go this term, it is critical to have your children continually accessing TTS Rock Stars to 
try and learn, improve, master and rapidly recall their times tables.  This is especially the case for Years 2, 
3, 4 and 5 children who move into next years’ classes requiring a secure understanding of their times 
tables.  Mastering your times tables as early as possible is the key to unlocking maths.  The younger the 
better!   
 
In addition to this, please ensure you are READING, READING and READING with your children and / or 
encourage them to READ, READ and READ more.  Reading proficiently provides access to the whole 
curriculum, and exponentially improves the future life chances of all children.  
 
Thank you for your continued support, 
 
Mr De Freitas   

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=62njOkV97EGsqhZbPKhNRyS2sETIyjlOhcZcZ7h5BupUNEpDRTZNWkVSTlBNOTE4MUZLRk9ONElDRS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=62njOkV97EGsqhZbPKhNRyS2sETIyjlOhcZcZ7h5BupUNEpDRTZNWkVSTlBNOTE4MUZLRk9ONElDRS4u


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality Information 

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every 
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the 
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they 
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoea, or both they should be away from school for 48 
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this 
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the 
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team. 

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect 
children to be in school on time, daily. 

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory 
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence 
Absence.’ 

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or 
below: 

Step 1 – general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%. 

Step 2 – if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and 
Mrs Lisle. 

Step 3 – for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs 
Collins and I. 

Step 4 – if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to 
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may 
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’ 
referral with the Local Authority. 

Step 5 – should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care 
referral. 

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into 
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the 
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We 
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence. 

 

Leave from School Requests 

I will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of 
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and I 
always look at every individual case on its own merit.  As you know, I do appreciate many of you have 
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request 
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent 
absence), I will consider applying the penalty fine. 

 

Penalty notices 

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure 
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty 
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a 
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as 
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE) 
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a 
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being 
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular 
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice 
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your 
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence. 
 
Parents and Carers need to be aware that if your child is absence from school for ten or more days 
in a row (without explanation) they are legally considered ‘missing in education.’  This will result in 
the school making a social care referral and contacting the appropriate agencies.      

 
 

 


