
Key Dates Coming Up 
 
Thursday 3rd July – Year 5 Isle of Wight Meeting 
Monday 7th July – Year 6 Performance 
Wednesday 9th July – Year 6 Performance 
Friday 11th July – Leavers Lunch and Rounders 
Sunday 13th July – Year 6 to the Isle of Wight 
Friday 18th July – End of Term (1.30pm finish) 
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Week beginning Monday 30th June 
 

Language of the Week 
 

Twi Hello Good Morning Good Afternoon 
Agoo Me ma wo akye (Mem-au 

ah-cheh) 
(shortened version) – 
Maakye (Maah-cheh) 

Me ma wo aha (Mem-au 
ah-ha) 

https://omniglot.com/language/phrases/twi.htm 
 
The Makaton Sign of the Week ‘strawberry’             Character Virtue of the Week                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
              

                                 
 

30th June 

STRAWBERRY.mp4
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope this finds you all well.  The school year is rapidly drawing to a close.  There is an awful lot to 
get through in these next three weeks with Year 6 production, rock concert, transition days for Year 
6 into secondary school and indeed transition day for our children going in to meet their new 
teachers – which is imminent.  This is just a small taste of what is happening in the next few weeks.  
 
I would like to ask for your patience and understanding over the next few weeks because they are 
the busiest of the year – especially for our admin team.  Your support is hugely appreciated and 
you are such an important part of our school.  The partnership we share we always prioritise to 
continue to foster and further strengthen; so please do bear with us over these next few weeks in 
terms of staff returning emails or phone calls.  Your continued support, patience and understanding is 
greatly appreciated. 
 

 
 

https://omniglot.com/language/phrases/twi.htm


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
The FOR Summer Fayre 
 
What an amazing success last weekend’s Summer Fayre was for the FOR and school.  For me the word that 
sums up the event is ‘community.’  I had a privileged position on the KS2 stage as part of the team operating 
the human fruit machine.  It was a joy to see the togetherness of our school and local community; and the 
enjoyment everyone was having – regardless of age.  In addition to this the teamwork and togetherness of 
the FOR, parent, staff and pupil helpers all making the event happen was fantastic to see. 
 
These sorts of events do not happen just overnight.  The weeks and months of planning and preparation that 
go into them is huge.  The FOR Team work tirelessly in order for every event to be a success.  I know I say 
this each year but it is true – never before have we (every school for that matter) relied on the goodwill, 
dedication and commitment of our FOR and those that help them raise the money they do to keep enabling 
the school to provide the best provision and experience we can for all pupils.  
 
The money raised from the Summer Fayre will go into the pot we are building to complete the upgrade to 
the KS2 playground.  This will make a significant difference for the current and future KS2 children.  
 
Once again, an enormous heartfelt thank you to the FOR for the organisation and leadership of the Summer 
Fayre. A massive thanks also to all the parent, staff and Year 6 pupil helpers.  A mammoth thank you to all 
of you that came along (and brought friends and family) to enjoy what was a tremendous day.   
 
Congratulations to our FOR.   

  
The Monumentals  
 
On Thursday 10th July we will be hosting an upcoming local British Band called The Monumentals.  The 
Monumentals origins began in my previous school where three of its members started out in what was then 
Rock School.  Since then the band took on a fourth member and last year they won a national competition 
which enabled them to ‘gig’ at the Isle of Wight Festival!    
 
I look forward to seeing the sixth form lads from Langley School for Boys, and having them perform and 
speak with the children when they are with us.  Indeed I am a very proud Head Teacher.  I did ask the lads 
when they finished Year 6 in 2019 to remember to send me their first signed album!  I don’t think this is far 
away!  
 

 
 
 
 
Giraffes Family Assembly 

 
Congratulations to Giraffes for a wonderful family assembly.  This was a terrific array of learning which 
marvelled the audience.  I particularly enjoyed the song about ‘growing plants and vegetables.’  As a keen 
gardener and the owner of an allotment this really resonated with me.  It is wonderful to see the 
development of the children and their growing independence and confidence across the year.  Well done to 
the staff team in Giraffes and to the children themselves.  An awesome assembly!   
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

  

Wimbledon is Here! (Hopefully not the rain!) 
 
This week in whole school assembly I spoke with the children about Wimbledon which starts on Monday.  I 
was explaining to the children the significance of the tournament.  This is the one Grand Slam that 
everyone wants to win because it is the oldest and the most special.  I also explained to the children that 
Wimbledon is on our doorstep and that I hoped that one day they would all go and see the 
tournament.  As a tennis player and enthusiast myself this is a special tournament.  I still remember fondly 
sitting up through the night in Australia as a 15 year old watching the men’s final in 1987 when Pat Cash 
beat Ivan Lendl to claim the title!  Wimbledon is yet another unique and world significant event in our 
country – something I hope the children experience in person one day.  

 

 
 
Slip Slop Slap (Be Sunsmart)  
 
This time each year I am always reminded of a great ‘Aussie’ Sunsmart campaign of the 1980s!  Its 
message was simple in terms of staying safe in the sun and minimising the harmful UV rays the summer sun 
brings us:  SLIP SLOP SLAP.  This means SLIP on a shirt, SLOP on some sunscreen and SLAP on a hat. 
 
I would ask all parents and carers to ensure that on sunny days (whatever the temperature during this half 
term) ensure your children come to school with sunscreen applied, have a hat / cap with their name on it, 
as well as have a drink bottle (clearly named).  

 

 



 

 

  

Raglan’s 2025 Summer Fair in Pictures 
 

    

     

   

 



  

Raglan Melodies 
 
Raglan Melodies have been practicing hard for their performance at The Churchill Theatre on Friday 11th July. 
Steph from BYMT taught them the dance moves this week in an extra rehearsal. We would love to see as many 
Raglan supporters in the audience so if you would like to come and watch get your tickets 
here:  https://trafalgartickets.com/churchill-theatre-bromley/en-GB/event/creative-learning/bandfest-tickets 
 

 
 

Strawberry Tea 
 
On Tuesday afternoon, the children from Year 5 welcomed members from our school community, including ex-
parents, former teachers and head teachers, and members of the community who have had an impact on our 
school, to the annual Strawberry Tea. 
 
The children helped to welcome the guests, mingling and engaging them in conversation. They then put on a 
number of excellent performances including singing and joke telling, finishing up with a couple of beautifully-
rehearsed songs for all to enjoy. 
 
It really was a superb afternoon and showed Raglan at its marvellous best. A massive well done to all the 
children for their efforts and a huge thank you to not just the attendees but also the parent volunteers who 
helped make the afternoon the success that it was.  
 
We look forward to hosting and seeing people again next year! 
 
Mrs Johnson and Mr Boorman 

 

https://trafalgartickets.com/churchill-theatre-bromley/en-GB/event/creative-learning/bandfest-tickets


 

 

  

A message from the FoR 
 
Dear Raglan School Community, 

 
We hope you're all basking in the memories of last Saturday's fantastic Summer Fair. Under the brilliant 
sunshine, we indulged in tasty food, enjoyed refreshing ice creams, and enjoyed varied stalls, games, 
inflatables and plenty of prizes - it truly was a day that showcased the very best of Raglan! 
  
We’d like to give a gigantic THANK YOU to everyone who made it happen. Whether you were involved in 
planning, setting up, volunteering your time, or simply joining us for the fun, the support from parents, 
carers, and staff was nothing short of amazing. Your contributions helped create yet another unforgettable 
community event. 
  
And as if a fair wasn’t enough, we also hosted a popular Movie Night this week. We’d like to give a big 
thank you to the teaching staff who helped with this, making sure the children had a great time. 
  
These events aren’t just a bundle of fun; they also help us raise precious funds. Your generosity is helping us 
move closer to upgrading the Key Stage 2 playground, and we hope to have an exciting update for you 
very soon! 
  
Thank you for your incredible support and enthusiasm. We couldn't do it without you! 
 
FOR 
  
FOR needs you! We are always looking for new people to join our merry band of volunteers. If you 
want to help organise any events or get involved in any way please contact us. 
 
 
And finally… 
 
I announced the most improved and top 20 TTS Rock Stars this week in assembly.  The average time for 
answering questions is staggeringly fast.  I am so delighted with this.  To get in the top 20 now in 20th 
place the average time to beat is 0.88 seconds per question.  The fastest average time is 0.55 
seconds!  The range of ages in the top 20 is from across the school.  TTS Rock Stars and your support of it 
(as well as our commitment to having children learn them as young as possible) is having an impact – 
especially with the Year 4 times table screen; where this year we have had record numbers obtain full 
marks, and scoring 23+ out of 25.  Please do continue to keep up the momentum!  
 
In addition to this, do keep exposing your children to as much literature as possible to read.  READ READ 
READ more!  Reading unlocks the whole curriculum. 
 
Thank you for continued support, 
 
Mr De Freitas  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality Information 

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every 
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the 
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they 
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoea, or both they should be away from school for 48 
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this 
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the 
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team. 

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect 
children to be in school on time, daily. 

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory 
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence 
Absence.’ 

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or 
below: 

Step 1 – general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%. 

Step 2 – if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and 
Mrs Lisle. 

Step 3 – for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs 
Collins and I. 

Step 4 – if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to 
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may 
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’ 
referral with the Local Authority. 

Step 5 – should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care 
referral. 

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into 
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the 
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We 
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence. 

 

Leave from School Requests 

I will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of 
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and I 
always look at every individual case on its own merit.  As you know, I do appreciate many of you have 
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request 
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent 
absence), I will consider applying the penalty fine. 

 

Penalty notices 

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure 
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty 
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a 
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as 
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE) 
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a 
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being 
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular 
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice 
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your 
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence. 
 
Parents and Carers need to be aware that if your child is absence from school for ten or more days 
in a row (without explanation) they are legally considered ‘missing in education.’  This will result in 
the school making a social care referral and contacting the appropriate agencies.      

 
 

 


