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Key Dates Coming Up

Friday 23" May — Sports Day

Friday 23" May — Last Day of Half Term

Monday 2" June — Back to School

Tuesday 3 June — Year 2 to the Natural History Museum
Friday 6™ June — Puffins Family Assembly

Tuesday 10 - Friday13 June — Stem Cafe

Week beginning Monday 19t May 2025

Language of the Week
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The Makaton Sign of the Week ‘butterfly’ Character Virtue of the Week
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Dear Parents and Carers,
And breathe...they are done!

Well Done Year 6 on the application, maturity and energy that you displayed over the course of this
week completing your SATs. This is a gruelling week and they handled themselves with

aplomb. Their approach to their learning as a whole is outstanding, and | have no doubt that each
and every one of them will continue into their secondary schools and make a real success of
themselves. | believe that if there is any justice in the world then they should all do exceptionally
well. Again a massive well done. | would also like to thank the Year 6 adult team for the
unrelenting effort and work they have put in across the year to help the children prepare.

...and breathe...they are donel




They children do not just arrive in Year 6 ready to sit their SATs. It is a cumulative effort that begins in
Reception and involves all of the adults in the school working with all of the children on their individual and
collective journey. | am hugely indebted to the entire staff team for their commitment in supporting the
learning journey of all children.

SPORT DAY PARENT HELPERS NEEDED!

We are desperately seeking parent and carer help to walk children to and from Whitehall Rec next Friday
for Sports Day. If you are planning on watching then if you could also help walk down with your child’s class
this would be greatly appreciated. Information about Sports Day /helping was sent out this morning.

Invasion of the Stick Insects!

Children in Frogs were surprised to see that they had had some special visitors this week in their class. These
visitors came courtesy of Mr Mead (Mrs Mead’s husband) and in the form of ‘stick insects’, which have been
named Blossom, Space Star and Daisy. Frogs class have been studying them this week, and will continue to
help them grow to full size in the oncoming weeks. | was privileged to also see the thank you letter that
Frogs children did for Mr Mead. The writing composition development, handwriting and vocabulary choices
the children used were terrific and they should all be very proud of their writing progress. | really hope the
‘stick insects do not grow so large that they will be lurking round the school!




The Secret Museum Writing Competition Results: 8 Days to go!

As you know there were a huge number of entries for the competition! The staff from the Harper Collins Team
have deliberated and made their choices for winning entries. All will be revealed on Wednesday 21

May. Mr Holland and his Harper Collins colleagues will be attending assembly to announce the winners and
present the prizes.

Be Sunsmart!

Once again, over this term | would urge parents to ensure your child comes to school with sunscreen on, a hat
and a water bottle — especially when the sun is outl Our skin is increasingly more susceptible to the harm UV
rays cause year on year so please make sure your children are prepared for the warmer, sunnier weather.
Allotment Visit

Year 1 visited Southlands Road Allotments on Thursday morning. They had lots of fun learning about wild

flowers and fruit trees and even had the chance to plant their own seeds. A big thank you to Sandra, a plot
holder at the allotments, and Efi from Greener and Cleaner Bromley for facilitating the sessions.




It’s the Egyptians! Dolphins family Assembly

From start to finish Dolphins family assembly left the audience engaged and enthralled! This was a real
journey of their learning. The Egyptian’s Topic is a much loved one and the children of Dolphins certainly
presented their learning in a way that exemplified the enjoyment they had studying this topic. | would like
to congratulate Dolphins for a wonderful assembly. A massive thank you to all of the staff that supported
the children.

Mrs Dolly the Storyteller

This week, Frog Class had a very special visitor — Mrs Dolly the storyteller! She captivated the children
with the enchanting South African folk tale of Abeyoyo, bringing the story to life with her vibrant
storytelling style. The fun didn’t stop there—Mrs Dolly also shared a hilarious tale about some cheeky
crows who couldn’t resist sneaking off with Grandpa Jamie’s dumplings!

The children had an absolute blast joining in with the singing, acting, and dancing. Laughter and excitement
filled the classroom as imaginations soared. A huge thank you to Mrs Dolly for an unforgettable
storytelling adventure!




And Finally...

| was reminded this week again of how absolutely essential it is for your children to learn, master and
rapidly recall their times tables as soon as possible! So many of the Year 6 children have been saying how
glad they are to have mastered their times tables by the end of Year 4. They were also saying how
important it is to learn to read proficiently as young as possible and read as much as you can. This is
because the reading paper had about 2000 words in it again and they had an hour to answer about 40
questions having read a booklet containing about 2000 words. Again, | know | say it every week but
please ensure your children are going on to TTS Rock Stars at least 4 times per week and spend 20 minutes
each time trying to better their TTS Rock Star score and status. In addition to this please have your children
READ, READ and READ more and at every opportunity.

Thank you for your continued support,

Mr De Freitas




Attendance and Punctuality Information

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoeaq, or both they should be away from school for 48
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team.

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect
children to be in school on time, daily.

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence
Absence.’

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or
below:

Step 1 — general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%.

Step 2 — if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and
Mrs Lisle.

Step 3 — for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs
Collins and I.

Step 4 — if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’
referral with the Local Authority.

Step 5 — should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care
referral.

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence.

Leave from School Requests

| will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and |
always look at every individual case on its own merit. As you know, | do appreciate many of you have
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent
absence), | will consider applying the penalty fine.

Penalty notices

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE)
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence.

Parents and Carers need to be aware that if your child is absence from school for ten or more days
in a row (without explanation) they are legally considered ‘missing in education.” This will result in
the school making a social care referral and contacting the appropriate agencies.




