
Key Dates Coming Up 
 
Friday 14th March - Panda’s Family Assembly 
Friday 14th March – Raglan’s Got Talent 
Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th March – Life Bus 
Wednesday 26th March – Year 2 Victorian Day 
Friday 28th March – FoR Easter Disco 
Friday 4th April – Tiger’s Family Assembly 
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Week beginning 10th March 2025 
 

Language of the Week 
 

Irish Hello Good Morning Good Afternoon 

Dia dhuit Dia dhuit ar maidin Tráthnóna maith 

https://www.bitesize.irish/blog/irish-gaelic-greetings/   
 
The Makaton Sign of the Week ‘walk’                      Character Virtue of the Week                       

                                                                              

10th March WALK.mp4
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
  
What an extraordinary success our inaugural Community Shield was last Saturday 1st March, at 
Bromley Rugby Club!    
  
As you may remember in the Newsletter just before the Christmas break, I shared with you the news 
of the Community Shield Event.  The catalyst for this was two of the schools long-standing parents Mr 
Diamond and Mr Woods, (who both wanted to use their enthusiasm for sport to help fund an 
improvement project for the school).  They were joined by the schools Head of Football Mr Sykes 
and me in organising and driving the event.  The Community Shield was held to raise funding for a 
new permanent shelter for the school’s Additionally Resourced Speech and Language Provision’s 
outside learning area.  This area is used all year round and is an integral part of the learning 
process for children.  After inclement weather destroyed the canopy a more secure and stronger 
structure is required.  We are hoping to add to the money raised from Saturday from a grant that 
the FOR have applied for (on behalf of the ARP) so that the structure can be to the specification we 
need it to be.           
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.bitesize.irish/blog/irish-gaelic-greetings/


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
I would like to express the biggest of thanks to all the local businesses that got on board buying pages to 
advertise their businesses in the programme.  The support of the local surrounding businesses that sponsored 
the event was phenomenal and the school is hugely appreciative.  One of the main sponsors; The Cork and 
Cask, got behind the event and was promoting it from the day of its inception.  The school was humbled by 
the support of its local business community.   
  
Just over 300 people (past and present families) came along to watch the match which was indeed 
humbling.  The game was adjudicated by one of our current parents (Mr Milton) who allowed the game to 
flow wonderfully well.  Not even the penalty decision for the parent team caused any controversy – such was 
the positivity of the spirit the match was played in.     
  
At the end of the match the Community Shield (also sponsored) was presented to the winning Captain of the 
staff team, Mr Sykes, by the children who had won the shield design competition which was held before the 
half term break. 
  
This was an incredible day and one that really showcased the whole Raglan and local community working 
together.  It was a real team effort, from the local businesses sponsoring the event and programme, to the 
donation of the playing kits, and the staff and parents working together to set up, play and run the day. 
  
I would like to again thank Mr Woods, Mr Diamond and Mr Sykes for being the driving forces behind the 
event.  I would like to thank all the staff and parents that played, helped set up, helped with different jobs, 
and assisted in the clear up.  Just a massive team effort!   
  
It was indeed one of the best days of my career and life.  Our community is such an amazing one and 
Saturday was again a complete Raglan triumph! Now for the official match report!  
 
 
‘Teachers School the Parents in Raglan Community Shield Showdown’ 

On a glorious spring afternoon at Bromley Rugby Club, the first ever Raglan Community Shield saw the 

parents take on the teachers in a contest that was as much about bragging rights as it was about footballing 

prowess. Unfortunately for the parents, their dreams of glory were swiftly dismantled by a well-drilled 

teaching group staff (along with some suspected ringers, full investigation to be held!) who put on a 

lesson in teamwork, composure, and—most importantly—finishing. The 3-0 scoreline flattered no one but the 

victorious educators, who celebrated each goal with the smug satisfaction of a well-marked essay. 

The opener came courtesy of Mr Sykes, who showed the kind of footwork that suggested he might be 

moonlighting as a PE teacher. Not to be outdone, his brother James added a second, leaving the parents 

wondering if there was something unfair about two Sykes’s on one team. But the real dagger came from 

none other than the Coach, who sealed the win with a strike so emphatic that even the parents had to 

applaud (albeit through gritted teeth). The parents, meanwhile, battled valiantly but often looked like they 

were still trying to locate the syllabus, their game plan seemingly misplaced in a pile of unmarked 

homework. 

As the final whistle blew, the teachers basked in their victory, already preparing triumphant staffroom 

banter and lighthearted reminders for Monday’s school newsletter. But in the end, it was the Raglan 

community that truly came out on top, with laughter, togetherness and a fun day to remember! 

But while the parents may have been schooled this year, the gauntlet has been well and truly thrown down 

for 2026. With a year to regroup, recruit, and—perhaps most crucially—train, the parents will be plotting 

their revenge. One thing is certain: next year’s fixture is already shaping up to be a must-watch rematch! 

Match Report (provided by Mr Diamond.) 
 

https://www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/24986259.raglan-primary-school-hosts-parent-teacher-football-

match/#comments-anchor 
 

   
 
 

https://www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/24986259.raglan-primary-school-hosts-parent-teacher-football-match/#comments-anchor
https://www.newsshopper.co.uk/news/24986259.raglan-primary-school-hosts-parent-teacher-football-match/#comments-anchor


 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



  

The FOR would like to thank Stephen Diamond and Danny Woods for organising last Saturday’s inaugural 
Raglan Community Charity Shield.  It was great to see so many of you there, and that no-one came home with 
any injuries!  We’d also like to thank all of the local businesses who made donations for their support.  
Particularly thanks to the main sponsor, Cork n Cask who have also generously donated 50% of the entry fees 
from their February Quiz Night. 
 
The monies raised will go towards improvements to the ARP outdoor area, and the PE Department, and we’ll 
report back once the final figures have been tallied. 
 
Some of you might recall the Asda Rewards Cashpot for Schools fundraiser.  Thanks to everyone who 
downloaded the app, registered for Asda Rewards and shopped.  This week we have received almost £100. 
 
Our next event is the Easter Disco, on Friday 28th March and online booking is now available by using this link. 
www.pta-events.com/friendsofraglan 
 
Just a reminder too about Easyfundraising.  It’s an easy way to raise funds for the School at no cost to you when 
you shop online.  There are over 8,000 retailers - just download the app, register and shop as normal.  All the 
pennies will turn into pounds. 
 
Netball 
 
Last Friday, we took a team of Year 5 and 6 to Bishop Challoner to participate in a netball tournament. The 
children participated in 8 matches and although it wasn’t to be for us on this occasion, it was so lovely to see the 
support the children showed each other and their model behaviour in representing our school. 
 

Over the course of the 8 games, their communication, movement and general field work steadily improved as 
they gelled more as a team and this was so good to see. 
 
My particular thanks go to Bishop Challoner for hosting an excellent event and to the parents who supported us 
in getting there as without them, it would not have been possible. 
 
Mr Boorman 
Year 5 teacher and PE lead  
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Raglan’s Got Talent 
 
We are very excited to announce that tickets for Raglan's Got Talent are now on sale! 
 
They available to purchase on the Arbor School Shop at £2 per ticket. 
Please purchase the correct session ticket - KS1 performance is at 5pm, KS2 is at 7pm. 
 
All children who audition will be able to perform. Please note your child must be accompanied for the duration 
of the show. 
 
We can't wait to see all your amazing children perform! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

Raglan v Southborough 

 
On Tuesday, Raglan Boys made the trip to Southborough to compete in their second Plate fixture. Having 
secured a convincing 4-1 win last time out against Green Street Green, we had set the bar high. However, 
we were slow, to say the least, out of the starting blocks and some sloppy play contributed to us going into 
the half time break two goals behind. After a few tactical changes and some strong words of 
encouragement, the boys pulled up their socks and went into the second half ready to put things right. With 
the boys showing more character on the pitch, alongside a willingness to get stuck in and compete with a 
strong Southborough side, the game gradually turned in our favour. Some fantastic foot work earned us a 
penalty, which was fiercely smashed in. Retrieving the ball quickly, the boys aimed to carry on their 
momentum and kick off immediately as the game entered its final stages. In the dying seconds of the game, a 
goal mouth scramble in the opposition box resulted in a last-minute equaliser for Raglan; the players and 
fans erupted in unison. A fantastic, well-fought result, which leaves us currently unbeaten in the Plate this 
year. A massive well done to the players and a big thank you to the parents, who came to help on the day.  
 
Mr Sykes 
 
 
After School Club 
 
We enjoyed junk modelling last week at after school Club.  The children were very creative!! 

 

 
 

Look out for our new 
banners promoting the 
Additionally Resourced 
Provision next time you 
are walking past the 
school.  Scan the QR code 
to find out what the 
provision offers and find 
out more about the 
learning environment in 
Sharks and Frogs class.  
 



 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
It has been another great week within the world of TT Rock Stars. Children continue to grow in confidence which 
is having a postive effect not only in their maths lessons but the realisation that hard work truly does pay off has 
meant confidence and self belief is growing in all areas of school life.  
 

 
Headlines from the Last 7 Days 

Quickest Class: Panthers (average of 0.82 seconds)  
Most Accurate Class: Panthers (97.57%) 

Class with the Most Active Players: Leopards (90%) 
Most Minutes Played: Leopards (average of 3 minutes 53 seconds) 

Class who have Earnt the Most Coins: Panthers (4,942) 

 
 

Last Set of Results Current Competition 

  
 



  

Reading Breakfast and World Book Day 
 
This year the children and staff came into school dressed up as their favourite book characters.  There was a 
vast array of characters around the school.  It was hugely impressive.  Children also brought in the book that 
their character was from. It was tremendous to see so many children that dressed as characters from their own 
heritage.  This was particularly inspired as we had characters from books from all round the world!   
  
In assembly for World Book Day, Mrs Recio and I presented stories from our home countries.  Mrs Recio 
presented ‘Grandes Colmillos,’ and I read the myth of the Koala and Bunyip (from our First Nation 
people.) Mrs Recio explained the background of her chosen story before reading this entirely in Spanish.  This 
was a terrific experience for the children, especially when Mrs Recio asked questions about the story.    I 
shared with the children the moral of the mythological Australian First Nation people tale I told.  Essentially this 
is about choosing the right friends.  These are friends that keep you safe and make sensible decisions that keep 
us safe. 
  
I would like to thank Mrs Ingrey for the organisation of World Book Day.  This was a terrific day for all. 

 

  

 

 



 

  

For World Book Day, Marie and Fredrick's grandpa came in to read a story in Danish to EYFS and Year 1. He 
taught the children a few words in Danish and then also explained the story in English so that the children could 
understand it. The children then enjoyed asking him lots of questions! A big thank you to Marie and Frederick's 
grandpa! 
 

 
    
 
And Finally… 

  
I left the children with the message I leave you all with every newsletter.  READ, READ and READ 
more!  Reading provides us with knowledge and knowledge is a super power!  In addition to this reading for 
pleasure is one of life’s great joys! This is life-long! 
  
Thank you again for your continued support, 
  
Mr De Freitas                      

  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality Information 

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every 
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the 
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they 
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoea, or both they should be away from school for 48 
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this 
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the 
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team. 

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect 
children to be in school on time, daily. 

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory 
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence 
Absence.’ 

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or 
below: 

Step 1 – general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%. 

Step 2 – if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and 
Mrs Lisle. 

Step 3 – for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs 
Collins and I. 

Step 4 – if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to 
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may 
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’ 
referral with the Local Authority. 

Step 5 – should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care 
referral. 

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into 
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the 
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We 
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence. 

 

Leave from School Requests 

I will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of 
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and I 
always look at every individual case on its own merit.  As you know, I do appreciate many of you have 
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request 
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent 
absence), I will consider applying the penalty fine. 

 

Penalty notices 

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure 
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty 
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a 
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as 
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE) 
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a 
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being 
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular 
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice 
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your 
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


