
Key Dates Coming Up 
 
Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 2nd April – Reception and Year 6 Screening 
Friday 4th April – Tiger’s Family Assembly  
Friday 4th April – Neurodiversity Day 
Friday 4th April – Last Day of Term 
Tuesday 21st April – Back to School 
Friday 25th April – Year 5 visit to the Science Museum 
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10th March 
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Week beginning 31st March 2025 
 

Language of the Week 
 

Tamil  Hello Good Morning Good Afternoon 

Vanakkam 

வணக்கம்! 

Kaalai Vanakkam 

காலை வணக்கம் 

Madhiya vaṇakkam 

மதிய வணக்கம் 
  https://youtu.be/VIkzf1mPkB8 

 
The Makaton Sign of the Week ‘cat’                      Character Virtue of the Week        
                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                   

31st March CAT.mp4
 

 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
 
On Monday evening I had the great privilege of going to watch Raglan Melodies participate in the 
Mass Choir at The Bromley Youth Music Festival Bi-annual Proms event.  This event has been running 
for many, many years (decades even.) Every two years a selection of schools (primary/secondary/ 
special) partake in the Mass Choir and have an opportunity to audition for a solo act.  This was the 
first time our school has participated with our newly formed Raglan Melodies that Miss Lowe and 
Mrs Lucas began in September this academic year.  As a first step we entered into the Mass 
Choir.  The auditions for solo acts were held in the previous school year – before the formation of 
our Raglan Melodies.   
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/VIkzf1mPkB8


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Our aim is to audition for a solo act for the 2027 BYMT School Proms next academic year.  We will also be 
part of the Mass Choir that year as well.  It was a terrific experience for the children that attended and 
participated on Monday.  I hope they all gained great inspiration from taking part and also seeing/listening 
to the performances.  I would like to thank and congratulate all of the 26 children that were involved.  I hope 
that we can take an even greater number in 2027.  I would like to thank Miss Lowe and Mrs Lucas for 
organising the event, the rehearsals and forming our Raglan Melodies.  The lead up and organisation of the 
event takes months of planning before the actual day and evening.     
 
On a personal level, in addition to being so proud of our children, it was great to see so many of my ex-
pupils from my previous school performing in the secondary school ensembles.  All of these young people 
had their first taste of the BYMT Proms singing in the Mass Choir many years ago.  Three of these past pupils 
of mine that took part on Monday will be coming to our school in July to perform a selection of their songs 
from their contemporary/rock band called ‘The Monumentals.’  The origins of this band began during their 
time in Year 5 and 6 at my previous school and they played at the BYMT Proms as Year 6 pupils in 
2019.  Last year (as GCSE pupils) they won a national competition which saw them play at The Isle of Wight 
Festival – a huge gig!   
 
The point is that music is a journey.  That journey can be ignited as young as reception and then be a life-
long reward.  This is why we promote and offer the Rock Steady programme for even the youngest of our 
children.  We also actively promote individual BYMT music lessons on top of the class music curriculum.  In 
addition to this Raglan’s Got Talent is a tremendous showcase of our schools performing arts talent.  You all 
know that I have a passion for both sport and music; and I am a believer that providing access and 
experiences to both help to set children up for the rest of their lives.  We never know if the next group of 
international superstars will come out of our school…if they continue to have the experiences in music, arts 
and sport they just might! 
 
Please do read on for more information about the evening and our Raglan Melodies.  
 
Gender Equality:  Our Agents for Change 

 
On Wednesday our Year 6 Agent for Change leaders led a terrific assembly promoting and highlighting 
gender equality – one of the protected characteristics.  The children presented a combination of information 
and film to communicate their very stark and powerful messages.  The children were very surprised to hear 
that in the UK there is still such disparity between pay for men and women, and that women struggle to have 
the same opportunities as men in many workplaces and professions.  I thought this was incredibly thought-
provoking and all credit to our Agents for taking on such an important area.  It is always impressive to see 
our children finding their voice and being able to present to the whole school confidently.  A massive 
congratulations to them.  We are also now recruiting Year 5s to become next years’ Agents for 
Change.  We will be opening up the program to the Year 4 children (who will be in Year 5) in the autumn.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Rock On Rock School 
  
I would like to say a massive congratulations to the children that performed in Rock School today.  This was the 
end of term celebration of their work.  The power of performance is incredible and I do hope that one or 
more of these bands will one day feature at the BYMT Schools Proms!  Rock Steady is a tremendous 
programme and we are hoping to attract more children into it.  I would like to thank Mitchell and the Rock 
Steady Team for all they do for the children and the school!  Rock On! Rock On! Please use this link  if you are 
interested in joining Rock Steady. 
 
 

 

 

 

https://raglanprimary.school/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Rocksteady-enrolment-letter-schools-08.06.22.pdf


 

  

Year 1 Trip 
 
This week, Year 1 visited St Augustine's church to learn about the Easter story. They waved palm leaves, 
completed Easter crafts and learnt all about the Christian Easter story.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 
Headlines from the Last 7 Days 

Quickest Class: Leopards (average of 1.31 seconds)  
Most Accurate Class: Panthers (97.42%) 

Class with the Most Active Players: Elephants (87%) 
Most Minutes Played: Sharks (average of 18 minutes 41 seconds) 

Class who have Earnt the Most Coins: Sharks (42,180) 
 

 

Last Set of Results 

 

 
 

Current Battles 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Victorian Day 
 
Year 2 were transported back in time to the Victorian era this week and experienced what school would have 
been like for Victorian children. Raglan is a Victorian school so it felt extra special being able to offer the 
children this experience. Children began the day by having a hand inspection to ensure high levels of personal 
hygiene were shown. They then entered the classroom and sat in rows silently for morning register, boys and 
girls were separated too. The morning session allowed the children to experience chanting arithmetic questions, 
copying geography learning onto blackboards, practicing Victorian handwriting and learning to recite a 
poem.  
After lunch, the children were taken outside for ‘Drill’ – the equivalent of PE. Children stood in lines and copied 
different exercises. Once this was over, it was back into the classroom to learn all about Victorian toys, they 
were even able to make their peg dolls and thaumatropes which they really did enjoy. 
 
Overall it was a super day of exciting, immersive learning!  
 

    
 

    
 

Papaya 
 
Please see the attachment to this Newsletter to join a parent webinar about children and technology.  The link 
is in the attachment and it takes place on 23rd April at 18.30. 

 

 



  

Raglan Melodies  
 
On Monday, The Raglan melodies went to the Fairfield Halls during the day to rehearse for the BYMT Bromley 
Schools Prom 2025! We travelled all the way by bus and the children were perfectly behaved the entire way. 
We then returned to the Fairfield Halls that evening for the performance. The children sang beautifully even 
though it was very late by the time we sang. We are so proud of them! Well done Raglan Melodies!  
 
Mrs Lucas & Miss Lowe.  
 

    
 

 
 
Life Tent 
 
This week we were lucky enough to welcome a charity into school called Coram Life Education. The children 
were able to have a fun and interactive experience helping them to understand the importance of physical 
and emotional health.  We have received some lovely feedback from the Life Tent instructor  
 
‘The workshops have been wonderful, thank you! The children have been engaged, well behaved and show a 
mature attitude in the workshops. I was particularly impressed with those children from the ARP’s who were keen to 
participate in the sessions and many of them were happy to speak in front of the whole class.  Lovely to see’ 
 

  



  

 
 
 

   
 
 
And Finally… 

 
On Wednesday in assembly I read through the new top 20 for TTS Rock Stars.  In order to break into the top 
20 children need to have an average answer time of less than 0.91 seconds.  The number 1 child this time now 
has an average of 0.55 seconds to answer each question.  What is even more impressive is that the 
improvement for all children is excellent.  The average of all children accessing TTS Rock Stars is decreasing – 
and in many cases rapidly.  This means children are securing their times tables faster.   
 
I would like to encourage parents and carers to ensure your children have a new book to read over the Easter 
break. Once again every child that reads a new book and writes a book blurb over the break (and hands this 
to me upon return) will receive 25 House Points.  Once again reading unlocks the whole curriculum and gives 
children the very best of chances in life for prosperity. 
 
Thanks you for your continued support, 
 
Mr De Freitas 

 

Girls’ Football 
 
Congratulations to Raglan girls for reaching 
the next round of the cup. We managed a 
hard fought victory last week against Hawes 
Down and are through to the next round to 
play Stewart Fleming Primary.  Our goal 
keeper made a great save and our team 
consisted of some new players who were a 

brilliant addition to our team! Well done! 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality Information 

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every 
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the 
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they are 
ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoea, or both they should be away from school for 48 hours after 
the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this is often the 
infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the school immediately 
and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team. 

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect 
children to be in school on time, daily. 

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory 
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence 
Absence.’ 

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or below: 

Step 1 – general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%. 

Step 2 – if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and Mrs 
Lisle. 

Step 3 – for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs 
Collins and I. 

Step 4 – if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to the 
Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may be a 
formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’ referral 
with the Local Authority. 

Step 5 – should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care 
referral. 

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into consideration. 
Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the medical ailment so 
that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We are not permitted to 
accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence. 

 

Leave from School Requests 

I will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of 
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and I 
always look at every individual case on its own merit.  As you know, I do appreciate many of you have 
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request or 
take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent absence), I 
will consider applying the penalty fine. 

 

Penalty notices 

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure their 
children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty notice 
may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a penalty notice 
in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as to whether 
absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE) guidance. 
Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a further 7 
days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being taken to the 
Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular attendance at school. 
Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice that has been issued. If 
you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your concern regarding the 
authorisation of the absence. 
 
Parents and Carers need to be aware that if your child is absence from school for ten or more days in 
a row (without explanation) they are legally considered ‘missing in education.’  This will result in the 
school making a social care referral and contacting the appropriate agencies.      

 
 

 
 


