
Key Dates Coming Up 
 
Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th March – Life Bus 
Wednesday 26th March – Year 2 Victorian Day 
Friday 28th March – FoR Easter Disco 
Friday 4th April – Tiger’s Family Assembly 
Friday 4th April – Last Day of Term 
Tuesday 21st April – Back to School 
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17th March 

DOG.mp4
 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
This week I have been able to drop in and see several PE lessons.  This is always a treat for me 
because, before retraining in primary education, I originally trained as a secondary school PE / 
Maths Health Teacher and spent five years in the role as a Head of Sport in a Secondary School for 
1500 pupils.  Most of you know that PE and sport in general are real passions of mine.  I honestly 
believe that there is so much children can learn engaging in sport and competition.  This is not just 
learning about keeping yourself healthy, or learning physical skills but also embedding our Raglan 
Character Virtues.  In addition to this, being involved in PE and sport helps children develop socially 
and emotionally.  
  
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

It’s not just because I am Australian and winning is taught to us from the outset; but I believe competition is 
good for children.  Learning to win respectfully and lose gracefully are important life skills.  Learning to 
reflect on losing, figure out how to improve, and then try, try again builds resilience, helps our brains grow 
and makes us appreciate the achievement of ‘getting better’. 
 
Getting involved in sport gives children the opportunity to work as part of a team.  This requires 
communicating with different people, learning to take turns and encouraging and helping others.   
 
In addition to this, being involved in sport helps children develop important leadership skills.  I always 
emphasize that often the very best coaches / managers of sport are not the best physical athletes or people 
in their sport discipline.  What very successful coaches and managers almost always have in common is a love 
of sport, the ability to communicate effectively to people individually and as a group, as well as providing 
challenge and care to those they work with.  I always talk to the children about humility and how this is the 
greatest of leadership skills to have.  Being humble in victory is a sign of the very best of sports people and 
teams.   
 
This week I have seen an array of sport skills being taught, teamwork in action, sharing, encouraging, winning 
humbly and losing graciously.  In addition to the PE lessons that happen in school we provide a vast array of 
sports equipment at lunch time.  This enables children to invent games.  I often say to the children sport is like 
water…it always finds a way!  
 
I am immensely proud of the competitive sport opportunities we provide the children with.  It gets harder 
(due to cost) each year to provide the cover for teachers to take children to competition sport but we are 
committed to doing this because of the benefits it brings.  I would also like to thank the huge numbers of 
parents and carers that help with PE by walking children to swimming lessons and transporting children to the 
various events we take part in.  I would also like to thank those parents who will be getting their children up 
to Crystal Palace Park nice and early this Saturday morning for the Year 3 and Year 4 Cross Country 
Championships.        
 
I would like to say a big thanks to Mr Boorman our Sport Leader and Mr Sykes our Head of Football for 
their efforts in promoting sport, but also a massive thank you to all of the teaching and support staff for 
being hugely positive about PE and sport in our school.  Indeed it is a team effort!  
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A massive thank you to Mr and Mrs Singh 
(parents of children in our school) who again led 
Holi celebration and assembly in our school this 
year.  Holi is being celebrated by many of our 
families and millions of Hindu people around the 
world.  This was a truly inspirational experience 
for the staff and children.  Mr Singh reminded 
children of what Holi means and why it is 
celebrated.  It was terrific to see that all the 
children that he asked remembered from last 
year and offered additional information about 
Holi.  Mrs Singh then shared a story about Holi 
and how Holi came about.  This captivated the 
children.  Mr Singh then asked a series of 
questions about the story and linked the story to 
our Raglan Character Virtues – especially 
resilience and kindness.  In addition to this, Mr 
Singh explained to the children how the story of 
Holi helps to show what good friendships are and 
what makes a good friend.  There were so many 
key messages that came out of Holi assembly 
and these are all concepts and values we share 
in our school.  I would like to say a massive thank 
you to Mr and Mrs Singh for celebrating Holi with 
us.  We do hope they will return to celebrate 
Diwali later this year.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

Well done to the 28 Rock Heroes we now have here at Raglan. It’s such an impressive achivement that with 
resilience and determination anyone can achieve. Well done to you all – we are incredibly proud of you!  

 

Rock Name Class Speed 

Chu Martel Leopards 0.55 

Chang O’Mara Panthers 0.57 

Beau Lee Dolphins 0.61 

April Kingsbery Panthers 0.66 

Quuen Bell Leopards 0.67 

Francisco Hall Golden Eagles 0.70 

Axe Riddle Dolphins 0.71 

Chi Welch Elephants 0.73 

Max Moon Wolves 0.75 

Christy Rockpaper Leopards 0.77 

Tomato Kingsbury Leopards 0.79 

Rippy Baird Golden Eagles 0.80 

Art Cash Leopards 0.80 

Pearl Mayfield Elephants 0.84 

Jack Hughes Dolphins 0.87 

Mali McCrea Panthers 0.88 

Honey Sulton Leopards 0.88 

Blue Correll Leopards 0.89 

Chadwick Kitchen Golden Eagles 0.91 

Leah Frost Golden Eagles 0.91 

Blame Money Panthers 0.93 

Ode Bowie Tigers 0.93 

Jay Boy Rippler Elephants 0.94 

Jet Hansen Mr Farmer 0.95 

Jazzy Takac Dolphins 0.95 

Blue Bones Elephants 0.97 

Admiral Stone Dolphins 0.97 

Robb Cash Golden Eagles 0.97 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 
 

Headlines from the Last 7 Days 
Quickest Class: Leopards (average of 1.39 seconds)  

Most Accurate Class: Panthers (97.1%) 
Class with the Most Active Players: Leopards (93%) 

Most Minutes Played: Tigers (average of 4 minutes 14 seconds) 
Class who have Earnt the Most Coins: Tigers (4,982) 

 
 

Last Set of Results Current Competition 

  
 

Use the link below to see the parents and carers guide to TTRS 

 
Resources – Times Tables Rock Stars 

 

 
 
 

https://ttrockstars.com/resources/?_gl=1*7m6pl9*_ga*MTU4MTU3OTkzMy4xNzMxNTgyNTE1*_ga_FYSNH92ZJH*MTc0MTk1MDY3Ni4zLjAuMTc0MTk1MDY3Ni4wLjAuMA..


  

 
Pandas Family Assembly 
 
Congratulations to Pandas for their brilliant assembly today. The depth of learning that they displayed was 
incredible. It felt as though they showcased half a year of learning into just one assembly. It really was epic. 
Thank you to Pandas and the staff team that helped to make it the assembly that it was. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
And Finally…        
 
Next week I will be reading through the top 20 for TTS Rock Stars and the winning classes / year groups.  I 
know that huge amounts of children are accessing TTS Rock Stars and that it is making a massive difference in 
maths lessons.  Children that are ranked 20 – 2 will receive 10 House Points, and our top ranked number 1 TTS 
Rock Star will receive the maximum 20 House Points!  I cannot tell you how important your children learning 
and mastering their times tables is – and the younger the better!  
 
In addition to mastering times tables please do ensure you read at every opportunity with your children.  Being 
able to read proficiently as soon as possible means that the entire curriculum is accessible and your child’s life 
chances are improved exponentially.      
 
Thanks for your continued support,  
 
Mr De Freitas 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality Information 

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every 
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the 
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they 
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoea, or both they should be away from school for 48 
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this 
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the 
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team. 

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect 
children to be in school on time, daily. 

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory 
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence 
Absence.’ 

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or 
below: 

Step 1 – general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%. 

Step 2 – if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and 
Mrs Lisle. 

Step 3 – for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs 
Collins and I. 

Step 4 – if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to 
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may 
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’ 
referral with the Local Authority. 

Step 5 – should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care 
referral. 

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into 
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the 
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We 
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence. 

 

Leave from School Requests 

I will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of 
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and I 
always look at every individual case on its own merit.  As you know, I do appreciate many of you have 
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request 
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent 
absence), I will consider applying the penalty fine. 

 

Penalty notices 

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure 
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty 
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a 
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as 
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE) 
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a 
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being 
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular 
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice 
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your 
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


