
Key Dates Coming Up 
 
Tuesday 11 and Wednesday 12th February – Parents’ Evening 
Wednesday 12th February – Safer Internet Day 
Thursday 13th February – Frogs and Sharks Family Assembly 
Friday 14th February – End of half term 
Monday 24th February – Back to school 
Thursday 27th February – Teaching Calculation at Home  
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Week beginning 10th February 2025 
 

Language of the Week 
 

Mandarin 

(Lunar New 
Year 10th 
February) 

 

Hello Good Morning Good Afternoon 

Nín hǎo 

 

Zǎo shàng hǎo 

 

Xià wǔ hǎo 

 
Mandarin Greetings - KS2 Mandarin - BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize 
 
The Makaton Sign of the Week ‘pizza’                      Character Virtue of the Week   

                                        
                           

10th Feb PIZZA.mp4

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It has again been a wonderful week to walk round the school and experience the learning that is 
happening.  In Nursery there has been more ‘marvellous maths’ happening.  Children have been 
learning to count up as well as identify numbers.  The Chipmunks have been learning to take turns 
and share their learning resources.  Reception have been learning about the ‘Gingerbread Man.’ The 
children have been retelling the story and ordering the events of the story in chronological order.  I 
was delighted to see the children in Monkeys and Lions writing number sentences with enthusiasm and 
accuracy.  Many children have been accessing ‘Numbots’ at home; please do keep this up.  It is very 
important they all access Numbots as this will set them up for maths in Year 1.  
 
In Year 1 children have been using their senses to describe rainfall.  Children have then been using 
this to describe and write a scene that is characteristic of a lot of rain.  They have written about 
what rain sounds like on a roof.  One of the words used was ‘pitter-patter.’ Several of the children 

 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zk76ncw/articles/zbrtnrd


 
 
 
 
 
 

  

told me that this is an alliteration as well as an onomatopoeia!  I was very impressed!  Children in Year 1 
have also started learning about ‘flight’ and who the Wright Brothers were; and how they started 
aviation.  Year 2 finished up their learning of 3D shapes last week.  Lots of the children were explaining to 
me that 3D shapes have a volume.  They also explained what vertices, edges and faces were on a 3D 
shape.  This week children began looking at money and handling money.  In English I have seen some 
wonderful writing pieces inspired by the ‘Magic Paintbrush.’  The children have retold the story of the ‘Magic 
Paintbrush’ from the first voice.  This was different from retelling the story from the third voice.    
 
In Sharks, using the stimulus of a sabre tooth tiger, children were developing their language skills, focusing on 
different sounds associated with different parts of the sabre tooth tiger.  The children were using an array of 
learning resources to help them with this.  In Frogs I was able to watch rehearsals of their upcoming family 
assembly which was terrific.  I have also seen some excellent learning in maths where the children have been 
working on shapes / symmetry and measuring.  It has also been a joy to see children from both classes 
having their 1:1 and small group Speech and Language therapy sessions. 
 
In Year 3 I have seen lessons where children have been measuring in maths.  Children this week were 
estimating lengths of objects, (between 10cm and 1m), around their classrooms and then measuring these as 
accurately as possible.  In addition to this, the children have been writing persuasive letters to Bromley 
Council using formal language to lobby for better environmental spaces.  I was lucky enough to catch Year 4 
completing their English writing lesson sequence on bees and their role in pollination.  This was in the form of 
an information text; featuring formal language and written in the third voice.              
 
In Year 5 Geography the children have been learning about the natural resources that are produced by 
every country in South America.  They have learnt the significance of this in terms of what is exported all 
over the world.  The children have also been learning what the critical role preserving the natural 
environment of South America means to all of us on planet earth!  In maths Year 5 have been multiplying 
mixed numbers.  As almost every child in Year 5 had mastered their times tables by the end of Year 3 
and 4; they have found this difficult concept far easier to grasp and remember!   In maths in Year 6, 
children have been revising fraction/decimal/percentage equivalents, as well as applying these to word 
problems.  I have also been covering percentages in my maths boosters with Year 6!  I had the great joy of 
being in Year 6 English where they were discussing whether they could survive on the weekly rations that 
children were given in WW2.  This was thought provoking to say the least.  The children have also completed 
an instructional piece on how to survive an air-raid!  This is a must read for parents next week!   
 
It is always a joy to complete the random learning walks I do round the school.  Indeed it is a joy for the 
senior leadership team as whole; and the subject leaders when they complete theirs.  Listening to the children 
remember and share their learning is such an important way for us all to keep further strengthening the 
curriculum offer of our school.   
 
Bob Marley Celebration 
 
On Thursday, led by an 8,000 strong choir live from Co-op Live Manchester, we celebrated Bob Marley's 
80th Birthday as a whole school. The children joined in with a specially arranged selection of Bob Marley’s 
greatest hits, including “One Love,” “Jamming’,” “Three Little Birds,” and more. They also did some funky 
moves to go with the songs. It was an excellent moment and wonderful to hear the music of Marley floating 
through the school halls! 
 

   
 
 
 



 

  

That’s One Small Step for Man, and one giant leap for mankind……..Leopards Family Assembly 

 
Today Leopards launched us into infinity and beyond!  This was a real treat for all parents, carers and 
children watching but for space enthusiasts like me it was epic!  I absolutely loved every second of what 
Leopards presented this morning.  This was a real historical journey through space science and exploration – 
starting with Aristotle’s theories of space and the earth ‘being sphere-shaped’ and not flat.  There were so 
many highlights this morning including: a solar rap, scientific space theories, astronauts, and a wonderful stand-
up comedy beginning!  This all culminated in Leopards class singing Elton John’s Rocketman.  A fittingly epic 
song to end a thoroughly epic family assembly.  A massive, massive congratulations to the children of 
Leopards class.  A huge thank you and well done to Mrs Johnson and the adult team that work with the 
children in Leopards.  To infinity and beyond!     

 

   
 
The Raglan Community Shield Saturday 1st March Bromley Rugby Club Kick Off 11am -  
Gates Open at 10.15am.  

 

 
 
A reminder that on Saturday 1st March 2025 the school will mark what will be the first Raglan Football 
Charity Shield Match, to be played at Bromley Rugby Club.  This will be a fundraising event to raise money to 
add to the FOR Key Stage 2 playground upgrade with a focus on building a permanent shelter structure for 
our Speech and Language Provision.  This will mean the children in our ARPS can experience outside learning 
all year round, regardless of the weather.     
  
The Raglan Community Shield is gaining momentum and is shaping up to be a terrific event, and we’d love 
some support to make the day run smoothly.  As well as either playing, spectating or cheering, could you 
spare some time to help? Whether it’s setting up, being a pitch marshal, assisting with refreshments or helping 
to tidy up afterwards, your contribution will be invaluable. If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact 
us at our new email contact address which is:   RAGLANCOMMUNITYSHIELD1891@OUTLOOK.COM 
  
Purchase the Match Day Programme! This will be a collector’s item!  I would again like to thank the local 
businesses support with their incredibly kind and generous donations.  We hope to further boost the £2000+ 
raised so far by selling our Match Day Programmes which you can purchase via the Arbor Shop for £2.50. 
The entire proceeds of the Match Day Programme will go directly to Raglan’s PE and sports department for 
new equipment for our children to use over the coming years. 
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A Massive thank you to Tiffin Choice and Oriental Garden (Both located in Chatterton Village)  
If you purchase a match day program and then present this to Tiffin Choice you will receive a one off 10% 
discount on your takeaway.  With the same program if you present this to Oriental Garden you will receive 
a one off 10% discount on your food and drink if you have a sit down meal.  This is an extra-ordinary offer 
from two of our local businesses and sponsors.  This makes purchasing the match day program even better 
value!    
 
Each programme is stamped with a unique number that will automatically enter you in to the match day 
raffle where the following prizes (and more) are available to be won:  We also now have as one of our 
prizes a signed Bromley Football Club shirt. 
 
Raffle Prizes 

 Bromley Football Club signed shirt 

 5 x Millwall FC box tickets 

 Signed Arsenal FC pendant 

 2 x Bromley FC match tickets 

 2 x autographed celebrity cook books 

 Aromatherapy kit 

 Sara Miller designer goods 

 3 x bottles of wine 

 2 x pizza from Secret Pizza, behind Elisie’s Pie and Mash shop, New Eltham 

 2 double, double from Elsie’s Pie and Mash shop, New Eltham 

 
Official Match Day Photographer Required:  We are looking for a parent / carer who has an interest in 
photography to be the official match day photographer.  If you are interested please do contact us via the 
email address provided.  We want to use the photos on our website to help celebrate our thriving community 
and capture the day!   

 

      
 
Also, every Match Day Programme purchased means that your child can get 1 free fruit shoot on the day 
(whilst stocks last) when they present the programme at the refreshments counter at the ground.  We will 
distribute your Match Day Programme ahead of the match on the 1st of March.   
 
We really hope you all get on board what we hope is an incredibly successful community day for our 
school.   Please email the organising committee at the above address for any additional queries.   

 
School Photos 
 
I would like to remind all parents and carers that school class photos will be happening on Wednesday 5th 
March.  Please ensure your children are in school this day because it is the only day that we have this service 
in school.  

 
 

 
 

 



 

  

I Can Do It Award 
 
Raglan’s, I Can Do It Award is back and we are looking forward to this year’s children taking part in it. The ‘I 
can do it’ award aims to support our children to become positive young people who are resilient citizens, 
responsible for themselves and aware of their responsibility to others. By completing a number of tasks in each 
school year, children will be able to practice a range of age-appropriate life skills and further develop their 
level of confidence in their ability to be independent.  
 
It would be lovely if your child participated in this over the Spring half term break and during term-time.   
 
Raglan v Green Street Green 
 
On Tuesday, the Boys' Football Team competed in the first Plate fixture of the season. After a disappointing 
outing at the Utilita Cup, we turned up full of heart and desire ready to right some wrongs. It didn't take long 
to open the scoring after a scramble in the opposition box from a corner, and the boys deservedly doubled 
their lead with an impressive strike before heading in at half time. With a few minor changes and tweaks, the 
team went into the second half with the same determination and togetherness to score a further two goals and 
finish the game with an impressive four goals to nil (a fantastic finish from their player). From the 
performances on the pitch to the support on the side lines from dedicated parents, I am again massively proud 
and pleased to be a part of this school and the sporting successes we are experiencing and striving to 
achieve. A massive well done to all involved.  
 
Mr Sykes 
 
Safari After School Club 
 
Our Safari After School Club relocated to a different part of the school in January and the children now have 
a lot more space to take part in their fun activities.  If you would like to register your child for Safari Club 
please use this link:  Safari Club Registration Form 2024/25 
 
 

 

1-0 to Raglan!! 
 
It was a tough game against Hayes. 
They were a really good team and 
had the chances in the first half but 
we hung in there and in the second 
half we got better and scored with 
ten minutes to go. Hayes were still 
threatening to score an equaliser and 
didn’t give up.  Our defenders 
worked really hard in the second half 
to keep a clean sheet. This was a 
particularly good result for a Raglan 
team with fewer players from Year 6 
playing a full Year 6 Hayes team. 
Congratulations to our Year 4 player 

who had a brilliant debut. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=62njOkV97EGsqhZbPKhNRwrl5wK2TTtHvtG4p1OPeNdUNEhZSVROTUVBNk1ZMjM2VE9JWlBUNzQ3My4u


 

 

  

 

 
 

The children continue to work hard to learn all 144 times table facts, it really is a life skill that is important to 
master. Not only do we now have 17 Rock Heroes but we also have 59 Rock Legends, this means that we have 

76 children who can answer any times table question in under 2 seconds – this is phenomenal! 
Well done Max Moon (Wolves) and Pearl Mayfield (Elephants) who have achieved Rock Hero status!  

We have successfully gained 4th place (out of 30) in our local school league table. This is something we should 
be celebrating, it cannot be achieved without determination, resilience and team work! 

 
Headlines from the Last 7 Days 

Quickest Class: Frogs (average of 1.47 seconds)  
Most Accurate Class: Frogs (98.73%) 

Class with the Most Active Players: Dolphins (100%) 
Most Minutes Played: Tigers (average of 6 minutes 6 seconds) 

Class who have Earnt the Most Coins: Panthers (1,507) 

 
 
 

Last Set of Results 
Current Competition 

(Ends Wednesday at 4pm) 

  
 



 

 

  

Mental Health Week   
 
I would like to take a moment to express my heartfelt gratitude to each of you for joining us at our recent 
Wellbeing Café. It was truly wonderful to see so many parents come together in such a lovely, calm 
atmosphere. Your presence contributed significantly to the positive energy of the event, and it was a pleasure 
to spend quality time with you all. 

At our school, we firmly believe that wellbeing is essential for both our children and their families. During the 
café, we thought about activities that linked to the '5 Ways to Wellbeing' – Connect, Be Active, Take Notice, 
Keep Learning, and Give – which we hope you found engaging and beneficial. It was fantastic to see so many 
of you participating in activities such as colouring, building with Lego, playing with Playdough, sharing positive 
thoughts, and enjoying the various games and puzzles available. We hope these activities sparked joy and 
relaxation amidst your busy schedules. 

Many parents expressed their enjoyment of the café, and I would like to extend thanks for the feedback 
regarding the music in the playground. It appears that the gentle music added to the welcoming environment, 
making it a more enjoyable space for all. Given the positive reception, we are considering making the 
Wellbeing Café a regular café from now on, and we would love to hear your thoughts on this! 

Mrs Mead - Mental Health and Wellbeing Lead  

    
 
 
 

      
 
And Finally… 

 
Next week in whole school assembly I will be handing out Head Teacher Certificates and announcing the top 
20 pupils on the league table for Times Tables Rock Stars.  I can already see that there has been a lot of 
change to the top 20 from the last time we presented the top 20.  This is tremendous because it means more 
children are becoming more proficient with their times tables!  This can only be a great thing.  I want to send 
out an additional congratulations and well done to the increasing number of Year 1 and Year 2 children 
accessing TTRS.  The impact has been sudden and already helping with their classroom maths.  Please do have 
your children log on and complete at least ten turns so they can improve their overall average time.   The top 
2-20 children receive 15 house points, and the number 1 child receives 20 house points!  
 
I would like to remind you all that we are celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 6th March.  This year we 
are dressing up so please get your costumes ready to go!  We are looking forward to all of the children and 
staff getting involved. 
 
Thanks for your continued support, 
Mr De Freitas  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Attendance and Punctuality Information 

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every 
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the 
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they 
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoea, or both they should be away from school for 48 
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this 
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the 
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team. 

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect 
children to be in school on time, daily. 

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory 
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence 
Absence.’ 

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or 
below: 

Step 1 – general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%. 

Step 2 – if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and 
Mrs Lisle. 

Step 3 – for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs 
Collins and I. 

Step 4 – if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to 
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may 
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’ 
referral with the Local Authority. 

Step 5 – should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care 
referral. 

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into 
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the 
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We 
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence. 

 

Leave from School Requests 

I will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of 
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and I 
always look at every individual case on its own merit.  As you know, I do appreciate many of you have 
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request 
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent 
absence), I will consider applying the penalty fine. 

 

Penalty notices 

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure 
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty 
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a 
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as 
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE) 
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a 
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being 
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular 
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice 
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your 
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


