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Key Dates Coming Up

Monday 24" February — Back to school

Thursday 27 February — Teaching Calculation at Home
Monday 3" March — Secondary School National Offer Day
Tuesday 4t — Friday 7t March — Reading Breakfast
Wednesday 5™ March — School Photographs

Thursday 6" March — World Book Day

Week beginning 24" February 2025

Language of the Week

Filipino Hello Good Morning Good Afternoon
(Tagalog) Kumusta Magadang umaga Magandang tanghali

https: //youtu.be /guDUOorhhdE

The Makaton Sign of the Week ‘burger’ Character Virtue of the Week
Resilient
e
24th Feb
BURGER.mp4

Safeguarding over February half term

A reminder to all parents and carers that should you need to contact the school for any family
emergency or safeguarding concern please email: safeguardingteam@raglan.bromley.sch.uk

These emails are accessed by the school strategic safeguarding team comprising of Mrs Mead, Mr
Hunter, Mrs Ingrey, Mrs Collins and I. Parents are reminded that | am the Designated Safeguarding
Leader and that Mrs Mead, Mrs Ingrey, Mr Hunter and Mrs Collins are all our Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Leaders. We will access the safeguarding email inbox over the break to check for
any messages.



https://youtu.be/guDU0orhhdE
mailto:safeguardingteam@raglan.bromley.sch.uk

Dear Parents and Carers,

It is hard to believe that he half term has drawn to a close already. Even though this year marks me having
lived more of my like in the UK than Australia, one thing still strikes me - that you can definitely feel a
change to the weather and light at this point of the year. | have always found it quite a significant and
welcome change. For me the half term hopefully means | can get to work on my allotment; spreading the
home-grown compost, lime and manure! | find working in my allotment therapeutic and, probably oddly
relaxing. | know that a number of families here have allotments and | am sure that you will probably doing
the same as me at some point this half term — if you haven't already.

Your children deserve every credit for an excellent half term of learning and commitment to our school. They
have all made progress and in many, many cases rapid progress. | am very proud of them all.

| would also like to thank the staff team for their unrelenting commitment to providing the very best of
learning provision and care for your children. They are such an inspiration to me and the positive, mutually
respectful partnerships they form with your children underpin the development of our Raglan Character
Virtues in everyone.

Again, a massive thank you to yourselves; all parents and carers. Your support of our school is hugely
appreciated. You are such a priceless resource and asset for our school community it is hard for me to
quantify. We all are so grateful for the huge efforts you make supporting every aspect of our school.

Head Teacher Half Term Awards

| would like to congratulate all those children that were awarded Head Teacher Certificates in recognition of
their sustained outstanding attitude towards learning. These children also receive the maximum 25 house
points for their incredible achievement. Also a huge well done to the children that were awarded Head
Teacher Certificates for being excellent lunchtime role models. These children receive the maximum 25
House Points for their excellent role modelling. | am delighted how difficult a job it is for staff to nominate
children for the awards because so many children deserve them.

Mr De Freitas’ Reading Holiday Challenge!

Over the half term in the lead up to World Book Day | would like to set the children my holiday reading
challenge. If you read a book — cover to cover — and write a small 1-2 paragraph book review and give it
to me on the Monday we return, you will be awarded 20 House Points. | love reading the different book
blurbs that come in after a holiday, and the enthusiasm of the children reading them to me!

The Half Term Points Championship — Red House

Congratulations to Red House who triumphed this half term. This was a tremendous victory. As a result of
this, Red House will be able to come to school dressed fully in red, partially in red or wear a red accessory

on their uniform on Friday 28 February. Red House will also have their additional afternoon break on
Friday 28" February in the afternoon. A massive well done to you all.

All Over the World Book Day

We are dressing up this year for World Book Day which we are celebrating on Thursday é™ March!




The Secret Museum Writing Competition!

On Monday in Key Stage 2 assembly Mr Holland returned to us to announce a phenomenal writing opportunity
for our children. With the very kind sponsorship of Harper Collins Publishers (for which Mr Holland works) our
children have been invited to write a creative narrative about a mysterious object that you might find in a
‘secret museum,’ but which could never be displayed!

Children need to describe the object in rich detail. They should also illustrate it and label it.
Children need to explain why it cannot be displayed or for the public to see!
Children need to give a back story: Where did it come from? How old is it2 What might happen to it?

THE DUE DATE IS FRIDAY 28t FEBRUARY! Children need to hand in their creative writing pieces to their
class teachers who will forward these onto me.

The HarperCollins Team, inclusive of Mr Holland, will then judge the winners. On offer for the winners are a
range of Harper Collins publications. In addition to this, this is a real opportunity for our young writers to catch
the attention of a real publishing house.

One of the examples that children were shown on Monday for a writing stimulus was toenail clippings of a
Whumps Gumpshun! Mr Holland discussed with the children why these would be hidden away in a secret

museum! Please do encourage your children to enter this fantastic writing event!

Please find Mr Holland’s assembly powerpoint attached to this newsletter for further information!




Safer Internet Week

On Safer Internet Day 2025, the children engaged in vital discussions about online safety, particularly
concerning scams. Mrs Mead led an informative assembly for Key Stage 1, while Ms Grange, our inspiring
Computing lead, took the reins for Key Stage 2. Both shared crucial messages about recognising warning signs
online, especially the golden rule: if something seems too good to be true, it probably is!

They encouraged the children to remember the mantra, “Tell, tell, telll”—the importance of sharing worries with
a trusted adult. The students were reminded to think carefully before clicking and to never share personal
information online. We were thrilled to see how well the children retained these top tips for staying safe on the
internet. Their participation in these discussions showcases their growing awareness of the digital world, proving
they are ready to navigate online spaces responsibly.

Banana Assembly

As we celebrated Mental Health Week, last week. Our wonderful Mrs Mead led an energising assembly that
centred around a rather unique theme — bananas!

One of the key messages from Mrs Mead was, “If you can be anything, be a banana!” She explained how
bananas are unique, stand out in a fruit bowl, and are bursting with energy. Their vibrant yellow colour brings
a smile, and interestingly, bananas often grow in bunches called hands, reminding us of the importance of
community and connection.

Mrs Mead cleverly linked these characteristics of bananas to the idea of maintaining a positive mindset. She

encouraged the children to think about the “5 Ways to Wellbeing.” These concepts help us to feel good and

function well, whether it's connecting with others, being active, or simply taking time to enjoy the little things in
life.

As the assembly concluded, our students enthusiastically encouraged Mrs Mead to eat a banana, embodying
the spirit of positivity and togetherness we aim to foster in our school community.

| invite you to discuss these ideas with your children at home and explore ways you can incorporate the 5 Ways
to Wellbeing into your family life. Whether it’s taking a short walk together, sharing a meal, or just enjoying
some quality time, these small steps can have a significant impact on our overall wellbeing.




EVENT PROUDD sgmsoneo BY
THE'RAGLAN COMMUNITY SHIELD
| | v y)s
MATCH PROGRAMI N w gz 5[] EACH

LL PROCEEDS 010 T v
N\ DEPART

(&4 - - -y ' -
A » - - :
N
i " o ‘ L e
. algh” >

YA B Roglan School e

| B St S
P
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01 MARCH, 2025

11:00 AM KICK OFF |
GATES OPEN 10.15AM (CAR PARK 3)

BROMLEY RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB,
BARNET WOOD RD, BROMLEY
BR2 7AA

CONTACT RAGLANCOMMUNITYSHIELD1891@OUTLOOK.COM FOR SPONSORSHIP
AND MORE INFO




MEET THE TEACHERS
PLAYER

PROFILES

A5 THE MASTERMIND BEHIND COUNTLESS AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS, MR BEALE HNOWS
RYAN ‘EXTRA TO KEEP A TEAM ORGANISED AND MOTIVATED. HE'S TREATING THIS MATCH LIKE
TIME’ BEALE ANOTHER AFTER SCHOOL CLUB—WITH TEAMWORK, ENTHUSIASM, AND SNACKS FOR
EVERYONE AFTERWARD.

JAMES ‘SENIOR’ A RINGER. BROTHER TO THE YOUNGER/ MORE ATTRACTIVE MR SYNES*
SYKES *“WRITTEN BY P SYKES

MAT LUCAS A RINGER. BELOVED HUSBAND OF MRS LUCAS
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The Raglan Community Shield Saturday 15t March Bromley Rugby Club
Kick Off 11am - Gates Open at 10.15am.

DAYS

Time until Saturday, 1 March 2025 (Bromley time)

A reminder that on Saturday 15 March 2025
the school will mark what will be the first
Raglan Football Charity Shield Match, to be
played at Bromley Rugby Club. This will be
a fundraising event to raise money to add to
the FOR Key Stage 2 playground upgrade
with a focus on building a permanent shelter
structure for our Speech and Language
Provision. This will mean the children in our
ARPS can experience outside learning all
year round, regardless of the weather.

The Raglan Community Shield is gaining momentum and is shaping up to be a terrific event, and we’d love
some support to make the day run smoothly. As well as either playing, spectating or cheering, could you
spare some time to help? Whether it’s setting up, being a pitch marshal, assisting with refreshments or helping
to tidy up afterwards, your contribution will be invaluable. If you're interested in volunteering, please contact
us at our new email contact address which is: RAGLANCOMMUNITYSHIELD1891@OUTLOOK.COM

Purchase the Match Day Programme! This will be a collector’s item! | would again like to thank the local
businesses support with their incredibly kind and generous donations. We hope to further boost the £2000+
raised so far by selling our Match Day Programmes which you can purchase via the Arbor Shop for £2.50.
The entire proceeds of the Match Day Programme will go directly to Raglan’s PE and sports department for
new equipment for our children to use over the coming years.

A Massive thank you to Tiffin Choice and Oriental Garden (Both located in Chatterton Village)

If you purchase a match day program and then present this to Tiffin Choice you will receive a one off 10%
discount on your takeaway. With the same program if you present this to Oriental Garden you will receive a
one off 10% discount on your food and drink if you have a sit down meal. This is an extra-ordinary offer
from two of our local businesses and sponsors. This makes purchasing the match day program even better
value!l



mailto:RAGLANCOMMUNITYSHIELD1891@OUTLOOK.COM

Each programme is stamped with a unique number that will automatically enter you in to the match day
raffle where the following prizes (and more) are available to be won: We also now have as one of our
prizes a signed Bromley Football Club shirt

Raffle Prizes
e Bromley Football Club signed shirt
e 5 x Millwall FC box tickets
e Signed Arsenal FC pendant
e 2 x Bromley FC match tickets
e 2 x autographed celebrity cook books
e Aromatherapy kit
e Sara Miller designer goods
e 3 x bottles of wine
e 2 x pizza from Secret Pizza, behind Elisie’s Pie and Mash shop, New Eltham
e 2 double, double from Elsie’s Pie and Mash shop, New Eltham

Official Match Day Photographer Required: We are looking for a parent / carer who has an interest in
photography to be the official match day photographer. If you are interested please do contact us via the
email address provided. We want to use the photos on our website to help celebrate our thriving community
and capture the day!

Also, every Match Day Programme purchased means that your child can get 1 free fruit shoot on the day
(whilst stocks last) when they present the programme at the refreshments counter at the ground. We will
distribute your Match Day Programme ahead of the match on the 15 of March.

We really hope you all get on board what we hope is an incredibly successful community day for our
school. Please email the organising committee at the above address for any additional queries.

School Photos
| would like to remind all parents and carers that school class photos will be happening on Wednesday 5t

March. Please ensure your children are in school this day because it is the only day that we have this service
in school.




Year group PE Days and Outdoor Learning — Spring 2

PE Days and need PE kit Outdoor Learning

Reception Monday and Wednesday Monkeys- Tuesday
Lions- Thursday

Year 1 Monday and Thursday Giraffes- Wednesday
Rhinos — Friday

Year 2 Monday and Wednesday

Year 3 Tuesday and Friday

Year 4 Tuesday and Friday

Year 5 Wednesday and Thursday

Year 6 Tuesday and Thursday

Language Provision Wednesday and Friday Friday

Love, Love, Love...All You Need is Love...A Family Assembly to Remember....

A massive congratulations to the children of Sharks and Frogs for their incredibly moving assembly. The theme
was all about ‘love.” Very apt considering it is Valentine’s Day today but also because with so much conflict in
our world — it has never been more important in recent times to show kindness to all. The children very
eloquently shared with us information about the heart, and the feelings we have related to our hearts. The
children used their Makaton signing brilliantly to perform All You Need Is Love, by the Beatles. This was a
wonderful finale to a stunning family assembly. A massive well done and thank you to all of the children and

the ARP staff team.
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WOW, what a term is has been! The children continue to blow us away with their determination to improve their
times tables knowledge. This knowledge is power when it comes to their maths learning.
Well done to Christy Rockpaper (Leopards), Admiral Stone (Dolphins) and Beau Lee (Dolphins) who have all
achieved Rock Hero status! As a school we have now have 19 pupils and 1 teacher who has achieved their Rock
Hero status which is superb.

Headlines from the Last 7 Days
Quickest Class: Panthers (average of 0.93 seconds)
Most Accurate Class: Panthers (98.52%)
Class with the Most Active Players: Dolphins (97%) and Leopards (97%)
Most Minutes Played: Panthers (average of 7 minutes 22 seconds)
Class who have Earnt the Most Coins: Panthers (14,183)

Last Set of Results Current Competition
5th February - 12 February 2025

Tpm wolves [

Sth February - 12 February 2025

S Panthers Golden Eagles [T There is no new competition set
for the half term break. Children

5th February - 12 February 2025 are encouraged to Work on
®Leopards [[TYP Tigers improving their own speed and

accuracy ready for a new battle

5th February - 12 February 2025
after half term.

wpufiins [[I5J) Penguins |

5th February - 12 February 2025
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Parents/Carers Evening

Thank you all for your support and very kind words on your feedback forms from Parents/Carers Evenings this
week. | am delighted that your experiences were positive and that you gained a lot from your sessions with
your children’s class teachers. The feedback forms are really useful as they help us review any theme that
comes up. An example of this are the changes we have made post Christmas to Home Learning. A large
number of you fed back on your forms, to me and Mrs Mead on the door, and to teachers how much happier
you are with the changes we have made. Your feedback from Parent/Carer Evenings last Spring 2024 and,
this Autumn 2025 provided the catalyst (and prompted ideas) for the changes we made. We don’t and won't
ever take the positive partnerships we have with you all for granted. It is a critical part of the schools’ success;
and essential for the children’s continued development (in all areas).

A small number of parents have independently asked whether we’d consider hosting a session for
parents/carers on additional learning experiences that you could do at home independent of what we
currently focus on. This is not additional home learning we would set; but ideas of what you could do
yourselves. | would be happy to organise and host a Parent Forum on this theme and signpost parents to
different learning experiences that would help broaden and benefit home learning; if there was enough
support from you to run this.

In order form to do this | would ask you to click the link here to indicate your interest.
https: / /forms.office.com/e /8Mr9T9iCkd Again, a massive thank you to you all.
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We had a fantastic time at
Bingo Night last Friday. Thank
you to Mr De Freitas for being
an awesome Bingo Caller! We
raised over £800 which is

amazing.



https://forms.office.com/e/8Mr9T9iCkd

All Over the World Book
Day

World Book Day is on Thursday b6th March 2025. This year, we will be celebrating with the theme
All over the World Book Day!
As part of our celebrations, we will open our Multi-lingual Library in the school library and explore stories in
different languages, and from other countries and cultures.
This year, we will be dressing up on World Book Day. If you would like to, please dress up as a character
from a popular story or traditional tale from your country!

If you would like to take part in our celebrations and speak a language other than English, we would like to
invite you in to school to read a short story to a class of children. We hope to have enough parents
volunteer so that each class will be able to hear a story in another language. Please share your interest and
availability here: https://forms.office.com/e/X7uFnEc92f

g

Safari After School Club

After School Club enjoyed making
valentines cards this week. If you would
like to register your child for Safari Club
please use this link: Safari Club
Registration Form 2024/25

And Finally...

On behalf of the entire school staff and governors | would like to wish you all a restful February half term
holiday period.

Please do take care and find the time to relax and enjoy the precious family time. | look forward to seeing
you on Monday 24" February — the first day back for children to start of the second half of Spring Term.

Thanks for your continued support,

Mr De Freitas
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Attendance and Punctuality Information

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoeaq, or both they should be away from school for 48
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team.

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect
children to be in school on time, daily.

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence
Absence.’

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or
below:

Step 1 — general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%.

Step 2 — if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and
Mrs Lisle.

Step 3 — for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs
Collins and I.

Step 4 — if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’
referral with the Local Authority.

Step 5 — should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care
referral.

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence.

Leave from School Requests

I will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and |
always look at every individual case on its own merit. As you know, | do appreciate many of you have
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent
absence), | will consider applying the penalty fine.

Penalty notices

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE)
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence.




