
Key Dates Coming Up 
 
Week beginning 3rd February – Mental Health Awareness Week 
Tuesday 4th – Friday 7th February – Wellbeing Cafe 
Friday 7th February – FoR Bingo Night 
Friday 7th February – Leopards Family Assembly 
Tuesday 11 and Wednesday 12th February – Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 6th March – World Book Day 
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Week beginning 3rd February 2025 
 

Language of the Week 
 

 

Punjabi 
Hello Good Morning Good Afternoon 

Sat sri akal 

 

Sat sri akal 

 

Sat sri akal 

 
Introduction to Punjabi | Useful and Common Phrases - YouTube 

 
The Makaton Sign of the Week ‘important’                  Character Virtue of the Week   
  

                            
                           

3rd Feb 

IMPORTANT.mp4
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This week our assembly was another celebration of culture.  January 26th marks Australia Day 
(albeit it does raise debate over whether this should be considered Invasion Day Australia’s First 
Nation people).  As a proud Australian I believe in recognising and celebrating both the 
Commonwealth arrival to our country’s great shorelines as well as the historical origins of our First 
Nation people and the wonderful culture they have.   
 
In assembly I focused on a part of Australia that isn’t normally what people from abroad would 
necessarily associate with our country.  That is the high country, the cattle grazing, and the cattle 
people that drive their stock in what is extremely mountainous, rugged and dense bush.  I shared 
with the children probably our most famous poem; The Man From Snowy River – written by perhaps 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0oCJmVr7xY


 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 
The Raglan Community Shield Saturday 1st March Bromley Rugby Club Kick Off 11am -  
Gates Open at 10.15am.  

 

 
 

 
A reminder that on Saturday 1st March 2025 the school will mark what will be the first Raglan Football 
Charity Shield Match, to be played at Bromley Rugby Club.  This will be a fundraising event to raise money 
to add to the FOR Key Stage 2 playground upgrade with a focus on building a permanent shelter structure 
for our Speech and Language Provision.  This will mean the children in our ARPS can experience outside 
learning all year round, regardless of the weather.     
  
The Raglan Community Shield is gaining momentum and is shaping up to be a terrific event, and we’d love 
some support to make the day run smoothly.  As well as either playing, spectating or cheering, could you 
spare some time to help? Whether it’s setting up, being a pitch marshal, assisting with refreshments or helping 
to tidy up afterwards, your contribution will be invaluable. If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact 
us at our new email contact address which is:   RAGLANCOMMUNITYSHIELD1891@OUTLOOK.COM 
  
Purchase the Match Day Programme! This will be a collector’s item!  I would again like to thank the local 
businesses support with their incredibly kind and generous donations.  We hope to further boost the £2000+ 
raised so far by selling our Match Day Programmes which you can purchase via the Arbor Shop. The entire 
proceeds of the Match Day Programme will go directly to Raglan’s PE and sports department for new 
equipment for our children to use over the coming years. 
 
A Massive thank you to Tiffin Choice and Oriental Garden (Both located in Chatterton Village)  
If you purchase a match day program and then present this to Tiffin Choice you will receive a one off 10% 
discount on your takeaway.  With the same program if you present this to Oriental Garden you will receive 
a one off 10% discount on your food and drink if you have a sit down meal.  This is an extra-ordinary offer 
from two of our local businesses and sponsors.  This makes purchasing the match day program even better 
value!    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

our most famous author; Banjo Patterson.  The poem was written 
between 1880 and 1890 and essentially focuses around the escape 
and capture of a thoroughbred horse: the colt from old regret! The 
hero of the piece is a young horseman from the snowy mountains 
who rode like no other, and proceeded to defy the high country 
dangers and successfully herd the wild brumbies (horses) and return 
them to their ranch.  
 
 
It was a little piece of Australia’s culture that I hope the children 
enjoyed; and something a bit different from what they may see of 
our country on TV or online.   

 

mailto:RAGLANCOMMUNITYSHIELD1891@OUTLOOK.COM


 

  

Each programme is stamped with a unique number that will automatically enter you in to the match day raffle 
where the following prizes (and more) are available to be won:  We also now have as one of our prizes a 
signed Bromley Football Club shirt. 
 
Raffle Prizes 

 Bromley Football Club signed shirt 

 5 x Millwall FC box tickets 

 Signed Arsenal FC pendant 

 2 x Bromley FC match tickets 

 2 x autographed celebrity cook books 

 Aromatherapy kit 

 Sara Miller designer goods 

 3 x bottles of wine 

 2 x pizza from Secret Pizza, behind Elisie’s Pie and Mash shop, New Eltham 

 2 double, double from Elsie’s Pie and Mash shop, New Eltham 

 
Official Match Day Photographer Required:  We are looking for a parent / carer who has an interest in 
photography to be the official match day photographer.  If you are interested please do contact us via the 
email address provided.  We want to use the photos on our website to help celebrate our thriving community 
and capture the day!   
 

    
 

Also, every Match Day Programme purchased means that your child can get 1 free fruit shoot on the day 
(whilst stocks last) when they present the programme at the refreshments counter at the ground.  We will 
distribute your Match Day Programme ahead of the match on the 1st of March.   
 
We really hope you all get on board what we hope is an incredibly successful community day for our 
school.   Please email the organising committee at the above address for any additional queries.   
 
Mums – We Need You!  
The parents and carers team needs one more mum to play on their team!  We have two; we need one more.  
Please do let us know via the email address above if you are willing to put on a kit and be a part of this 
special occasion.   
 
Baby News 
 
We are excited to tell you that Ms Sagalla gave birth to a baby boy on Thursday 23rd of January. 
Congratulations to her and her family. 
 
   
 
 
  

 



   

Hockey 
 

Last Tuesday, a team of 9 students chosen from the Raglan hockey club attended the annual Bromley 
Championships. In the initial group stages, the children won all 4 of their opening matches, scoring 13 and 
conceding 0. With that, they progressed into the semi-finals to face Hawes Down. Following a tough, back 
and forth match, the children pulled out a 2-0 win to progress to the final against Marian Vine’s A team. This 
match brought together the best 2 teams at the tournament and the performances from all players involved 
reflected that fact; the action was end to end with some excellent attacking work, defensive prowess and 
high skill level being displayed. Despite arguably the best performance of the whole tournament, Marian 
Vine pulled out a 1-0 win in the end. 
 
However, 2nd place out of all the attending schools in the Bromley borough is no mean feat; I could not be 
prouder of the professionalism, grace, effort and resilience shown by all members of our team. They 
represented this school at the highest standard and all played their part in earning this. 
 
My thanks go to the organisers of this excellent event and to Mrs Turner for accompanying us on the event. 
 
Mr Boorman 
Year 5 teacher and PE lead 
 

 
 
World Book Day 
 
World Book Day is being celebrated on Thursday 6th March and, this year, we will be dressing up as part of 
our World Book Day celebrations. More information about World Book Day at Raglan will follow shortly!  

 

 



 

  

We’ll Meet Again, Don’t know When, Don’t Know Where… 

 
Congratulations to Golden Eagles for a wonderful family assembly.  This was a celebration of their learning 
focusing on their World War 2 topic.  It has been a real privilege to be working with Year 6 and to have 
supported the World War 2 writing pieces – namely the evacuee narratives.  The children performed with 
gusto, confidence, respect and humility.   A massive thank you to the year 6 adult team for putting this 
together with the children.   All of year 6 continue to be the absolute very best of ambassadors for our 
school.   
 

  
 
Year 5 and 6 Football 

 
Last Friday, Raglan children from across year's 5 and 6 cohort, had the exciting opportunity to take part in 
the Utilita Cup - a seven-aside competition hosted by Bromley Football Club. Nine children in total proudly 
represented our amazing school playing three schools from the Bromley area. Competition was tough to say 
the least and unfortunately, Raglan were knocked out at the group stages. On another day with some more 
clinical finishing and a bit more composure throughout the pitch, we could have got through to the knockout 
stages of the competition. However, it goes without saying that I am immensely proud of the team and the 
heart and desire they showed in each game. Furthermore, the behaviour of the children collectively and 
individually was fantastic. I look forward to what the rest of the season brings. 
 
Mr Sykes 

 
Survey 
 
The Learning Disabilities and Autism Programme are currently asking autistic people (over the age of 16) and 
the carers of autistic people about the services provided in South East London. If you would like to take part 
please use this link: Help us to improve services for autistic people in south east London | Let’s Talk Health and Care 
South East London 
 

 

https://letstalkhealthandcareselondon.org/sel-autism
https://letstalkhealthandcareselondon.org/sel-autism


  

Bike Ability 

 
 

 
 

This week and next, many of the Year 6 children will be completing their bike proficiency course.  This is an 
annual part of the very busy year 6 program and one that supports the transition for secondary; further 
strengthening children’s sense of readiness, safety, independence, confidence and resilience.  The instructors 
again commented on the outstanding behaviour and participation of the children; commenting that they were the 
very best of ambassadors for our school.  Congratulations to Year 6.   

 
Reception 
 
The Children in Monkeys and Lions have been learning about the Lunar New Year Festival! We had fun tasting 
the rice noodles and enjoyed it so much that we had an extra helping! Kung Hei Fat Choi! 

 

 
 



 

  

TT Rock Stars 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last Set of Results 
Current Competition 
(Wednesday at 4pm) 

  
 

 

Three more children have reached the dazzling heights of Rock Hero this 
week. Well done to Leah Frost (Golden Eagles), Jazzy Takac (Dolphins) 
and Ode Bowie (Tigers). 
 
We also continue to move up the local schools leader board and are now 
sitting comfortably at 5th place (out of 30). 
 
As a school we encourage children to play for around 5 minutes a day as 
this is all it takes for confidence to develop and children to soar. We do 
closely monitor the amount of time each children are accessing the game 
and also the time of day they are logging it. It is important to us, as a 
school, to ensure we are teaching healthy habits. 

 
Headlines from the Last 7 Days 

Quickest Class: Golden Eagles (average of 1.45 seconds)  
Most Accurate Class: Golden Eagles (96.39%) 

Class with the Most Active Players: Dolphins, Elephants and Leopards 
(100%) 

Most Minutes Played: Tigers (average of 9 minutes 50 seconds) 
Class who have Earnt the Most Coins: Panthers (9,234) 

 



 

 

  

As a Governing Body we felt that at the half way point of the year, it would be a good idea to remind 
parents of the channels that parents / carers can follow if they have concerns about their child’s learning – 
especially as we have parents/carers evening happening soon.  We hope that this provides a reminder of the 
correct channels to follow.    
 

 
 
Year 4 Science 
 
The children made pinnae’s to test whether having small, medium size or larger ear flaps would affect the 
volume of sound. They had to take one step forward every time we used a different instrument and then they 
had to stop in their tracks if they could no longer hear the sound. They recorded this information in a chart that 
they drew in their books.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Attendance and Punctuality Information 

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every 
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the 
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they 
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoea, or both they should be away from school for 48 
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this 
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the 
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team. 

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect 
children to be in school on time, daily. 

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory 
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence 
Absence.’ 

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or 
below: 

Step 1 – general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%. 

Step 2 – if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and 
Mrs Lisle. 

Step 3 – for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs 
Collins and I. 

Step 4 – if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to 
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may 
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’ 
referral with the Local Authority. 

Step 5 – should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care 
referral. 

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into 
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the 
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We 
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence. 

 

Leave from School Requests 

I will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of 
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and I 
always look at every individual case on its own merit.  As you know, I do appreciate many of you have 
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request 
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent 
absence), I will consider applying the penalty fine. 

 

Penalty notices 

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure 
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty 
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a 
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as 
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE) 
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a 
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being 
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular 
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice 
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your 
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

And Finally… 

 
I would ask you all to continue to support your children with their phonics and reading.  For those of you that 
have very fluent readers, challenge them by using the questioning below so you can support developing their 
reading skills:  
 

- What has happened so far in the story? 

- Who are the main characters?  Is there anything special about them? Do they have special or super 
power?  What is their personality like?  

- What do you think will happen next in the story?  Why do you think this? 

- How do you think the story will end and why? 

- If you were the author, how would you have ended the story and why? 

- Find me a word that you have never seen before or do not know the meaning and let’s try to figure 
out what it is and means.  

 
If you use these questions as a base, those of you who have fluent readers can extend their reading for 
understanding.  Even if you have beginner readers or children that are not so fluent; you can adapt the 
above to help develop their reading for understanding.  
 
Remember to always READ, READ and READ as much as you can with your children. 
 
Thanks for your continued support, 
 
Mr De Freitas  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


