
 

Key Dates Coming Up 
 
Week beginning 27th January – Year 6 Bikeability 
Friday 31st January – Golden Eagles Family Assembly 
Week beginning 3rd February – Mental Health Awareness Week 
Friday 7th February – FoR Bingo Night 
Friday 7th February – Leopards Family Assembly 
Tuesday 11 and Wednesday 12th February – Parents’ Evening 
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NEWSLETTER 
 
 
 

www.raglanprimary.school 

 

 
Twitter @raglanprimary 
Instagram @raglanprimaryschool  

 

Week beginning 27th January 2025 
 

Language of the Week 
 

 

German 
Hello Good Morning Good Afternoon 

Hallo Guten Morgen Guten Tag 

https://www.thegermanproject.com/german-lessons/greetings-and-essentials 
 
The Makaton Sign of the Week ‘story’                  Character Virtue of the Week    

                                                       
                           

27th Jan 

STORY.mp4
 

 
Dear parents/carers 
 
It has been another busy, but productive week in our school.   
 
It has been a real joy to be outside on both playgrounds across the week, seeing children playing 
happily and inclusively whilst learning to navigate the various social contexts that present themselves 
– especially in KS1.  Our lunchtime midday supervision are real unsung heroes of our 
school.  Lunchtimes are very busy parts of the school day.  It isn’t just the outside that requires 
planning and organisation, but we have to efficiently shift around 400 cooked lunches each day 
which is no easy feat.  The lunchtime team as a whole run activities and sports across both 
playgrounds (inclusive of a quieter well-being indoor club).  In addition to the above, the team is on 
hand to resolve any issues that arise and deal with any first aid.  As a leadership group we ensure 
that the lunchtime supervision team have direct access to us; and we support them ourselves being 
visible and ‘mucking in’.  From my perspective; there’s always a game of cricket going on that I 
happily partake in.  There is a range of sports equipment on offer at lunchtimes in both  
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playgrounds.  At times you need to be quite agile to avoid the various balls being used in game play.  That 
said, children accessing sports equipment is vital to develop large gross motor skills; and this also supports a 
healthy active lifestyle.  It is also important that children experience competition.  Being able to self-regulate, 
manage games, win gracefully, and lose with dignity are all important life skills.  In addition to the adult 
team our Reading Ambassadors, Agents for Change and House Captains add to the lunchtime 
provision.   The Year 5 / 6 Agents for Change go out to role model game play and facilitate activities for 
the children.  Our Reading Ambassadors read to the Reception and KS1 children immediately after their 
lunch finishes at 1pm (this helps settle the children into the afternoon). Our House Captains facilitate the 
Reception and KS1 children lining up at the end of lunch, promoting ‘legendary lining up,’ ‘wonderful 
walking’ and uniform expectations as the children enter the building for afternoon 
learning.                           
 
I would like to say a massive, massive thank you for the lunchtime supervision team and the school pupil 
leaders for all of their efforts across the days, weeks and months of our school year. 
 
The Raglan Community Shield Saturday 1st March Bromley Rugby Club Kick Off 11am; gates Open at 
10.15am.  
 

 
 
A reminder that on Saturday 1st March 2025 the school will mark what will be the first Raglan Football 
Charity Shield Match, to be played at Bromley Rugby Club.  This will be a fundraising event to raise money 
to add to the FOR Key Stage 2 playground upgrade with a focus on building a permanent shelter structure 
for our Speech and Language Provision.  This will mean the children in our ARPS can experience outside 
learning all year round, regardless of the weather.     
  
The Raglan Community Shield is gaining momentum and is shaping up to be a terrific event, and we’d love 
some support to make the day run smoothly.  As well as either playing, spectating or cheering, could you 
spare some time to help? Whether it’s setting up, being a pitch marshal, assisting with refreshments or helping 
to tidy up afterwards, your contribution will be invaluable. If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact 
us at our new email contact address which is:   RAGLANCOMMUNITYSHIELD1891@OUTLOOK.COM 
  
Important:  Due to a technical fault with Outlook, we have had to set up a new contact email 
address.  We would kindly ask any parent that has emailed us on the original email address to email us 
again on the new email address above.  We apologise for any inconvenience and thank you for your 
support.   
  
Purchase the Match Day Program! This will be a collector’s item!  I would again like to thank the local 
businesses support with their incredibly kind and generous donations.  We hope to further boost the £2000+ 
raised so far by selling our Match Day Programmes which you can purchase via the Arbor Shop.  
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The entire proceeds of the Match Day Programme will go directly to Raglan’s PE and sports department for 
new equipment for our children to use over the coming years. 

 
Each programme is stamped with a unique number that will automatically enter you in to the match day raffle 
where the following prizes (and more) are available to be won: 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also, every Match Day Programme purchased means that your child can get 1 free fruit shoot on the day 
(whilst stocks last) when they present the programme at the refreshments counter at the ground. 
  
We will distribute your Match Day Programme ahead of the match on the 1st of March.   
  
We really hope you all get on board what we hope is an incredibly successful community day for our school.   
  
Please email the organising committee at the above address for any additional queries.   
 
Lunar New Year  
 
This week in assembly we promoted the Lunar New Year that is celebrated by a large number of our families, 
and by billions around the world.  I shared with the children the origins of the Lunar New Year, and the 
Chinese Zodiac, where the children could work out which creatures and animals represent the year of their 
birth.  I then read the story of how the Chinese Zodiac came to be.  I would like to thank Ms Simpson (Parent 
and Learning Support Assistant) for the information that I shared with the children.  On behalf of the school 
community I would like to wish all our families celebrating the Lunar New Year the happiest of periods; and 
the most prosperous of years.    
  

 
 
  

 
 
 

 

2 x autographed celebrity cook books             5 x Millwall FC box tickets 

Aromatherapy kit                                             Signed Arsenal FC pendant 

Sara Miller designer goods                               2 x Bromley FC match tickets 

3 x bottles of wine                                            Plus more exciting prizes 

 

 



 

   

Science Club  
 

Our Science Club members are very busy at the moment in their role as a judging panel for the Royal 
Society’s Young People’s Book Prize 2024. The children have received a copy of each of the science-based 
texts on the short-list and are now taking a careful look at each of them to review and score them against 
given criterion. This is a great experience for the children and the school, especially as we get to keep the 
books! 
 

 
 
Year 5 Science 
 
As part of their learning about the Earth in Space, in Science, the children of Year 5 took part in an 
immersive and interactive live show; Spaceship Earth. The show was very informative and the children 
discovered how satellites are used to inform us about climate change, weather patterns and forest growth. 
They also saw how some are used to help clear debris that is floating around in space. Best of all was the 
opportunity for them to marvel at some stunning images of our planet, viewed from space and witnessing a 
little dog, called Luna, travel to and from space by accident (unharmed!).  

 

 
 

 



 

  

TT Rock Stars 
 

 
 
 

This week we have had another five children reach the dazzling heights of Rock Hero. Well done to Francisco 
Hall (Golden Eagles), April Kingsbery (Leopards), Axe Riddle (Dolphins), Chu Martel (Leopards) and Art Cash 
(Leopards). What an amazing achievement! I cannot believe that since we launched TT Rock Stars we already 
have 13 Rock Heroes among us – superb! 
 
We have also continued to move up the local schools leader board and are currently sitting 7th (out of 30). 

 
Headlines from the Last 7 Days 

Quickest Class: Golden Eagles (average of 1.44 seconds)  
Most Accurate Class: Sharks(100%) 

Class with the Most Active Players: Dolphins and Wolves (100%) 
Most Minutes Played: Tigers (average of 9 minutes 47 seconds) 

Class who have Earnt the Most Coins: Dolphins (10,549) 

 

Last Set of Results 
Current Competition 
(Ends today at 4pm) 

New Competition 
(Starts today at 4pm and ends 

Wednesday at 4pm) 

   
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

  

 
 

     
 
Severe Weather     
  
Please can you ensure that you send your child in with a coat (and hat if possible) in the cold weather.  The 
long range forecast is not predicting snow; but the temperatures are low.  

 
Safari After School Club 
 
Our Safari After School Club relocated to a different part of the school in January and the children now have 
a lot more space to take part in their fun activities.  If you would like to register your child for Safari Club 
please use this link:  Safari Club Registration Form 2024/25 

 

            
 
Year 1 Phonics and Reading Meeting 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended our Year 1 Phonics and Reading Meeting.  The slides will be available 

shortly on our website. 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are pleased to tell you that we raised £541.88 in 
our latest poppy appeal.   
 
To find out more about how your donation helps, please 
visit Poppy Appeal 

 

 
 
Please see the website link for the Energy Saving Trust.  They are 
an independent organisation working to help householders make 
better energy choices every day. 
 
 

https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/campaign/energysaversweek/ 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=62njOkV97EGsqhZbPKhNRwrl5wK2TTtHvtG4p1OPeNdUNEhZSVROTUVBNk1ZMjM2VE9JWlBUNzQ3My4u
http://rbl.org.uk/poppyappeal
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/campaign/energysaversweek/


 

  

Attendance and Punctuality Information 

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every 
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the 
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they 
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoea, or both they should be away from school for 48 
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this 
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the 
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team. 

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect 
children to be in school on time, daily. 

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory 
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence 
Absence.’ 

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or 
below: 

Step 1 – general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%. 

Step 2 – if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and 
Mrs Lisle. 

Step 3 – for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs 
Collins and I. 

Step 4 – if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to 
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may 
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’ 
referral with the Local Authority. 

Step 5 – should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care 
referral. 

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into 
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the 
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We 
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence. 

 

Leave from School Requests 

I will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of 
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and I 
always look at every individual case on its own merit.  As you know, I do appreciate many of you have 
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request 
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent 
absence), I will consider applying the penalty fine. 

 

Penalty notices 

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure 
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty 
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a 
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as 
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE) 
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a 
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being 
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular 
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice 
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your 
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Wolves Family Assembly 
 
A massive well done to the children of Wolves Class for their family assembly.   The children presented a vast 
array of information about their learning this term and last.  The poetry recital was incredible.  The drama 
piece was very humorous and wonderfully Monty Python- like!  The finale was a lovely song; sung with gusto 
and enthusiasm.  This was every bit a uniquely Wolves experience and my how we love them for their 
originality!  An outstanding morning of information, entertainment and joy! Congratulation’s Wolves and a 
massive thank you to the Wolves staff team for putting it altogether!    
 

 
 
And Finally… 

 
I will be announcing the Top 20 children on the Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) league table at next 
Wednesday’s whole school assembly; as well as the competitions between year groups!  The number one 
position will be awarded 20 House Points, and the next 19 will be awarded 10 House Points. There is still 
time to encourage your children to access TTRS and get themselves into the top 20! The positive impact TTRS is 
having on children making accelerated progress in maths is excellent. If you are not ensuring your children 
access TTRS at least 3-4 times a week then please do so. I know that one of these occasions is a weekly 
homework expectation (Numbots for EYFS and Y1). 
 
I cannot urge you all enough to ensure your child is accessing TT Rock Stars daily and for them to READ, READ 
and READ more at every opportunity.  Mastering both will give access to the whole curriculum, and are 
essential life skills.  
 
Thank you for your continued support, 
 
Mr De Freitas  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


