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Key Dates Coming Up

Monday 20" January — Random Acts of Kindness Day
Thursday 23" January — Year 1 Phonics and Reading Meeting
Friday 24" January — Wolves Family Assembly

Week beginning 27 January — Year 6 Bikeability

Friday 31+ January — Golden Eagles Family Assembly

Week beginning 3" February — Mental Health Awareness Week

Week beginning 20" January 2025

Language of the Week

Hello Good Morning Good Afternoon
Russian Zdravstvuyte Dobroye utro Dobryy den
3apaBcTBYNTE [Jobpoe yTpo [Hobpbit aeHb

https://youtu.be /R9S1dzNk4ml

The Makaton Sign of the Week ‘ice’ Character Virtue of the Week
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Dear Parents and Carers,

Although World Book Week commences Monday 34 March and our World Book Day Celebration is
Thursday 6™ March, | thought | would kick start the new year reading one of my favourite stories to
the children in whole school assembly this week.

The story was called the Elephant’s Child and it is from a collection of fables written by the late
Rudyard Kipling titled, ‘Just So Stories’. | shared the first three quarters of the fable to the children
and questioned them on what would happen next at each pivotal point of the fable; based on what
they had listened to already. Essentially the fable is about how elephants came to have their trunks
as ‘once upon a fime they didn’t’ | have always loved this fable, and the collection of them in this
book, and over the years | have returned to this particular fable for a variety of reasons because it
is relatable to many things like resilience building. Most of all it is a fun fable.



https://youtu.be/R9S1dzNk4mI

The main point | wanted to convey to the children was that reading is not just a function. It is also about
pleasure. | also mentioned to the children that | often return to read probably my favourite book ever
‘Journey to the Centre of the Earth’ by the late Jules Verne. | first read it when | was 8 and still return to it
now.

The wonder and power of reading is not to be underestimated. The ability to be able to read efficiently
and without barrier is life-changing. Being able to read well and with understanding, means unlocking and
accessing the whole curriculum.

| finished the assembly by re-setting the reading challenge | give all of the children prior to the holiday
period. That is this:

If you can start and finish a new book this half term and write me a book blurb (a short two paragraph
summary of the book that would make me want to go and read it) and hand it in before Friday 14t
February | will award 10 House Points. If children wish to read more than one book and submit more
than one blurb they can for additional house points: 10 for each book blurb.

| really hope | have many to read.

S

Severe Weather

Please can you ensure that you send your child in with a coat (and hat if possible) in the cold weather. The
long range forecast is not predicting snow; but the temperatures are low.

Year 1 Phonics Evening — Thursday 23 January 6.30

We do hope that parents and carers of Year 1 children (mainstream and ARP) will attend the Phonics
Information Evening on 23 January. As | have highlighted, the ability to read well is a life-long skill and
unlocks the whole of the curriculum. The building blocks for children to read is learning and mastering their

phonics.

If you are yet to sign up for this please do so by clicking this link https://forms.office.com/e/G537Y9Dt7y



https://forms.office.com/e/G537Y9Dt7y

Is It Heavier or Lighter?

| have the absolute privilege of teaching in
Reception every fortnight and the wonder of
learning through play never ceases to amaze
me. Last Thursday we were learning about items
that could be heavier or lighter. As it was a
maths lesson | couldn’t help but add in the
concept of scales balancing and being even. It
was terrific learning with Reception. Normally
my time finishes off with a story; which is a real
highlight of my week to read. | am ever so
grateful for the children of Monkeys Class for
making me feel so welcome. Hopefully the
children will be able to discuss with you what is
heavier and what is lighter! A massive well done
to the Reception children. The progress they
have made since the beginning of the year has
been terrific. | have also seen some wonderful
writing pieces this week from Lions Class.

Staffing Update

As you will know we said farewell to Mrs Allen and Mrs Wilkins at the end of last term.  Mrs Henderson will
be filling the role of SENCO Assistant vacated by Mrs Allen. We also have Miss Vane beginning imminently in
Year 3 as the year group TA. We look forward to them both fulfilling their roles in our school.

Screen Time

Online bullying and peer pressure. Reduced parent-child interacticn (not
talking to each other).

What is meant by Screen Time?

Screen Time refers to the total time spent on devices per day and
includes tablets, smart phones, gaming consoles, televisions and
computers.

‘Watching content that is not age-
appropriate {viclent, bad language, sexual). Poocr sccial skills - not knowing how to
interact with people.

Giving away personal informaticn to

Statistics rﬁg Gl ’.‘;."('*4 strangers (photos, location).
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their own phone. T

comments.

#® 96% of 3 to 17 year olds have
access to video sharing
platforms.

Increased risk for developing anxiety,
depression or ADHD.

# In 2023 YouTube was the most used online platform
among 3 to 17 year olds (88%), followed by WhatsApp (55%),
TikTok [53%), Snapchat {46%), Instagram (£41%) and
Facebook (34%).

Limited physical activity (less time playing
outdocrs).




Year 2 Visit to St. Paul’s Cathedral

Year 2 visited St. Paul's Cathedral in London last Friday. These sorts of off-site learning experiences are
massively important and help bring learning to life. These trips also help build children’s independence,
resilience and confidence. It was an epic journey up after the walk to Bromley South, and the train trip there
and back. The children were the very best of ambassadors for the school. A massive thank you for all of the
parents that helped out on the day. We simply cannot run these trips without your support. A huge thanks to
the Year 2 staff team for making the trip happen. These trips take a huge amount of planning and
preparation.

Oh No! It’s the Naughty Bus!

Over the last two weeks Year 1 have been reading and writing about ‘The Naughty Bus.” It has been a real
joy to have visited their lessons and seen them planning their writing pieces of the ‘carnage’ left behind
around their classrooms from the naughty bus! It has been an even bigger joy to see how immersed in the
story the children have been, and how much they have enjoyed writing about the mischief The Naughty Bus
has got up tol
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What is the Bromley Local Offer?
me@ A source of information and advice
on local services and support
I- CA I_ available for families including
children and young people aged

FFER 0 - 25 years with special
. educational needs or disabilities.

Find out more and visit www.bromley.gov.uk/localoffer
or email localoffer@bromley.gov.uk

How can the Bromley Local Offer
support children, young people
and their families?

The Bromley Local Offer helps children and young people who
have Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities, and their
families, to find the information and support they are looking
for from across Bromley in one place.

The Local Offer has been created using
feedback from children, young people, parents,
carers, local services, schools, colleges, health
and social care agencies.

But our work is not finished You can make your ideas
We want everyone to have count by:

a say in developing services » Telling us what you think
across Bromley and to help us ® Sharing your knowledge
make our Local Offer better. » Giving us your suggestions

To give us your views, visit: www.bromley.gov.uk/localoffer

You can also email your ideas or suggestions to
localoffer@bromley.gov.uk




TT Rock Stars

We've already had another child reach the pinnacle of Rock Hero since last week. Well done to Rippy Baird
(Golden Eagles). What an amazing achievement and one you should be very proud ofl!
We are also currently sitting 8™ (out of 30) on the local schools leader board. This is amazing and with a little
push from everyone | am sure we can continue to move up the board.

Headlines from the Last 7 Days

Quickest Class: Panthers (average of 1.55
seconds)

Most Accurate Class: Pandas (95.8%)
Class with the Most Active Players: Dolphins
and Elephants (100%)

Most Minutes Played: Elephants (average of
7 minutes 10 seconds)

Class who have Earnt the Most Coins:
Golden Eaales (9.077)

Current Tournament (ends today at 4pm)

Please see come back to see the results in next weeks’ Newsletter!

10th January - 17 January 2025 10th January - 17 January 2025
Puffins Penguins Puffins B Penguins B

10th January - 17 January 2025 10th January - 17 January 2025
Tigers Pandas Tigers Pandas m

10th January - 17 January 2025 10th January - 17 January 2025

Panthers  Golden Eagles Golden Eagles [BEJJ) Pantrers [EXP

410th January - 17 January 2025 10th January - 17 January 2025
Wolves  Dolphins Dolphins Wolves

10th January - 17 January 2025 10th January - 17 January 2025
Leopards  Elephants Leopards [RE4dl) Elephants

New Tournament
Starts today at 4.00pm and ends Friday 24t at 4 pm.




Attendance and Punctuality Information

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoeq, or both they should be away from school for 48
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team.

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect
children to be in school on time, daily.

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence
Absence.’

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or
below:

Step 1 — general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%.

Step 2 — if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and
Mrs Lisle.

Step 3 — for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs
Collins and .

Step 4 — if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’
referral with the Local Authority.

Step 5 — should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care
referral.

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence.

Leave from School Requests

| will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and |
always look at every individual case on its own merit. As you know, | do appreciate many of you have
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent
absence), | will consider applying the penalty fine.

Penalty notices

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE)
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence.




Exciting Opportunity for Parents who speak English as a Second Language!

We're hoping to bring back the ESOL Family Learning Programme at Raglan Primary School on Fridays, with
the help of a tutor from Bromley Adult Education College.

This free course is for parents/carers who speak English as a second language. It's a great way to:

e Improve your English.
e Learn about the Raglan curriculum and how to support your child.
e Meet other parents.

We need at least six parents to sign up to secure the tutor. New and previous attendees are all welcome!

A previous attendee said, "Classes were amazing, | was able to read fantastic books and learned so much.
Teaching was to perfection and classes were very warm and welcoming... | do recommend the course to all parents
that want to improve their English and make friends from all over the world”. If you are interested in attending,
please follow this https://forms.office.com/e/41KmGeRASB or scan the QR code below to complete to
register your interest.

ESOL Family Learning Programme

Cycle 3 Expression of Interest

And Finally...

| will be announcing the Top 20 children on the Times Tables Rock Stars (TTRS) league table at next
Wednesdays whole school assembly. The number one position will be awarded 20 House Points, and the next
19 will be awarded 10 House Points. There is still time to encourage your children to access TTRS and get
themselves into the top 20! The positive impact TTRS is having on children making accelerated progress in
maths is excellent. If you are not ensuring your children access TTRS at least 3-4 times a week then please do
so. | know that one of these occasions is a weekly homework expectation (Numbots for EYFS and Y1).

Thank you for your continued support,

Mr De Freitas



https://forms.office.com/e/41KmGeRASB

