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Key Dates Coming Up

Monday 20" January — Random Acts of Kindness Day
Friday 24t January — Wolves Family Assembly

Week beginning 27 January — Year 6 Bikeability
Friday 31 January — Golden Eagles Family Assembly

Week beginning 13" January 2025

Language of the Week

Hello Good Morning Good Afternoon

Japanese Konnichiwa Ohayo Konnichiwa
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Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to the Spring Term. | hope that you all had a wonderful Christmas and / or holiday
period. Your children have come back and have gotten immediately immersed into their learning
and school life.

As | have walked round the school this week | have seen Nursery and Reception building on their
phonics knowledge and creating words, sentences and extending their writing. Year 1 have been
completing extended writing about the ‘Naughty Bus.” | have been very happy with the immediate
work on times tables in Year 2 — no let up there which is good! | have seen some terrific work in
Science in Year 3 and 4; and look forward to upcoming investigations for light and sound in Year 4
especially. Children in the ARPS have been quick to begin their individual learning plans and



https://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/japanese/phrases.shtml

have begun building on learning from Autumn — especially with their language sessions. Year 5 and 6
children have immersed themselves in their topic work. | do look forward to reading some of the extended
writing pieces from Upper Key Stage 2. Year 6 have begun putting together their information for the
advantages and disadvantages of children being evacuated during World War 2. It was certainly
interesting to listen to what they would pack into a tiny suitcase if they were evacuated!

| am looking forward to working with the children and experiencing the learning with them that goes on
around our school.

Severe Weather

Please can you ensure that you send your child in with a coat (and hat if possible) in the cold weather. The
long range forecast is not predicting snow; but the temperatures are low.

Happy Hanukkah

This week in assembly we recognised and discussed the Jewish Festival of Hanukkah. Hanukkah fell between
the 26" December and the 2" January this year. | shared with the children the story of Hanukkah and we
watched how families celebrated this around the world, as well as in the UK. The children also saw how
children in the UK celebrate Hanukkah, as well as the foods our Jewish community eat, the presents they
share and the games they play like — Dreidel.

| do hope that our Jewish families had a wonderful Hanukkah period and we wish you the most prosperous
of years.




TT Rock Stars

After leaving for the Christmas break with only 1 Rock Hero among us, | was thrilled to return after Christmas
to see we now have 7 Rock Heroes, including our very own Mr Farmer.

A massive well done to the following Rock Heroes who have shown determination and resilience to earn their
titles. They should be very proud of the fact that they can answer any multiplication fact in under 1 second.

Chang O’Mara — Panthers
Jake Hughes — Dolphins
Queen Bell — Leopards
Jet Hansen — Mr Farmer
Chi Welch — Elephants
Tomato Kingsberry — Leopards
Jazzy Takac — Dolphins

Headlines from the Last 7 Days
Quickest Class: Golden Eagles (average of 1.60 seconds)
Most Accurate Class: Frogs (100%)
Class with the Most Active Players: Elephants (97%)
Most Minutes Played: Leopards (average of 4 minutes 55 seconds)
Class who have Earnt the Most Coins: Leopards (3,508)

Tournament Results New Tournament Commences Friday 10 January at 3pm!

Well done to Year 6, Year 4 and Puffin class! Who will win this next battle2 Only time will telll
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BYMT TRY A MUSICAL GROUP WEEK

If you already play an instrument or enjoy singing, come and try out a BYMT group, ensemble or choir.

To find our which group is right for you, speak with your music teacher, call the BYMT office on 020 8467
1566 or visit www.bymt.co.uk /groups

TRY OUT WEEK
SATURDAY 18 - FRIDAY 24 JANUARY 2025

If you already play an instrument or enjoy singing come and try

out a BYMT group, ensemble or choir.

To find out which group is right for you, speak with
your music teacher, call the BYMT office on
020 8467 1566, scan the QR code or visit:

WWW.BYMT.CO.UK
BROMLEY YOUTH MUSIC TRUST | SOUTHBOROUGH LANE BROMLEY | BR2 8AA
020 8467 1566 | CONTACT@BYMT.CO.UK

BYMT CHILDREN’S CONCERT with BROMLEY YOUTH CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

BYMT would like to welcome young children (EYFS & KS1) to our children’s classical concert. Children will
have the opportunity to listen to BYCO perform, learn about string instruments, have a chance to try an
instrument and be inspired to be the next generation of musicians.

For more information & to book tickets, please visit www.bymt.co.uk /events

Ghildren’s @oncert

with BROMLEY YOUTH CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

Saturday 8 February 3pm

We would like to welcome young children (EYFS & KS1) to our
children’s classical concert. Children will have the opportunity to
listen to BYCO perform, learn about string instruments, have a
chance to try an instrument & be inspired to be the next
generation of musicians.

Adults £5
Children £1

BYMT | Southborough Lane | Bromley | BR2 8AA
www.bymt.co.uk/events | 020 8467 1566 BROMLEY YOUTH MUSIC TRUST
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Attendance and Punctuality Information

As you know we expect your children to be in school every day and arrive on time. Being in school every
day and on time means that children will be accessing the full curriculum; and in the routine from the
beginning of the school day. We appreciate and understand that children will be off school when they
are ill. To be clear, if a child vomits, has diarrhoeq, or both they should be away from school for 48
hours after the last episode. If a child is running a temperature they should also be kept off because this
is often the infectious time for colds, flus and infections. We expect parents and carers to inform the
school immediately and by 9am if your child is off ill. You should call in or email the admin team.

We also appreciate and understand that on occasion traffic can cause lateness. That said, we do expect
children to be in school on time, daily.

If a child’s attendance is 90% or below we have a legal obligation and government statutory
expectation to act on this. The government refer to attendance at or below 90% as ‘Persistence
Absence.’

The following is the process that we will be undertaking when your child’s attendance is at 90% or
below:

Step 1 — general letter as a reminder that your attendance is below the expected 90%.

Step 2 — if it stays this way for the next half term, we will invite you for a meeting with Mrs Collins and
Mrs Lisle.

Step 3 — for sustained persistent absence over another half term, you will be required to meet with Mrs
Collins and .

Step 4 — if persistent absence continues for a further half term, we are required to make a referral to
the Education Welfare Service, who will then contact you and the school, to establish next steps. This may
be a formal action plan constructed by the Education Welfare Service. This may include an ‘Early Help’
referral with the Local Authority.

Step 5 — should persistent absence continue after this; the school is legally required to make a social care
referral.

For children that have chronic and ongoing medical needs, we will clearly be taking this into
consideration. Parents and carers must provide the medical professional documentation supporting the
medical ailment so that we can inform Education Welfare that this is the reason for the absence(s). We
are not permitted to accept parental diagnosis or medical justification for absence.

Leave from School Requests

| will not be authorising the maximum number of 5 days for any exceptional circumstances for a leave of
absence, unless attendance is consistently above 97%. Even then this is not automatically granted, and |
always look at every individual case on its own merit. As you know, | do appreciate many of you have
family abroad, cultural and faith celebrations, as well as specific family circumstances. If parents request
or take children out for leave during term time and are below 90% attendance (which is persistent
absence), | will consider applying the penalty fine.

Penalty notices

Under section 444 of the Education Act 1996, it outlines the legal responsibilities on parents to ensure
their children attend school on a regular basis. Failure to do so is a legal offence and either a penalty
notice may be issued or prosecution in the Magistrates Court. Parents/carers may be issued with a
penalty notice in relation to their child’s unauthorised absence at school. It is the decision of the schools as
to whether absences are authorised, though they are expected to follow Department for Education (DfE)
guidance. Fines are issued per parent, per child. Each fine is £80 if paid within the first 21 days, with a
further 7 days to pay the fine at £120. Failing to pay the penalty notice may result in the matter being
taken to the Magistrates Court for the original offence of failing to secure your child’s regular
attendance at school. Parents/carers should be aware there is no right of appeal for a penalty notice
that has been issued. If you believe the fine was issued in error, please contact the school to discuss your
concern regarding the authorisation of the absence.




And Finally...

It has been terrific to have had children share their book blurbs form their holiday reading with me. If your
child has completed their book blurb from a book they have read over the holidays they can still show me this
up to Friday 17" January. Every book blurb is worth 10 House Points. | look forward to reading more.

In addition to this | revealed the top 20 children on the Times Tables Rock Stars League Table. All of these
children received 10 House Points. The number one ranked child received 20 House Points. | will be
reviewing the top 20 in two weeks’ time in assembly. | am hoping the top 20 will feature some new names! If
you are not having your child access TTRS please do. The improvement in children using TTRS regularly has
been huge!

Thank you for your continued support,

Mr De Freitas




