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Just a little brain teaser while you are waiting...



New national curriculum - History

In September 2014, a new National Curriculum 

Framework was introduced by the government. All 

year groups are now following this curriculum.

The Government introduced this to raise standards, as they 

claim the UK is slipping down International Student 

Assessment league tables. 

It is inspired by what is taught in the world’s most successful 

school systems, including Hong Kong, Singapore and Finland. 

It is based on a ‘mastery’ approach to learning.

The SATS test stayed, but the levels were removed.  



What does this mean for the children?

The new curriculum brought many changes, which 
included a new focus on grammar, punctuation and 
spelling.

In maths, a substantial amount of the KS3 curriculum 
dropped down into KS2.



Much of the GPS content is taken from the ‘old’ level 6 
standard.



In addition to this, the curriculum also changed the terminology…



“Of course, in the old days, we didn’t have to learn the grammar 
in order to speak and write proper English…” – Man in Pub 

As teachers, we do hear this a lot and we sympathise. However, what we have found is 
that a more in-depth knowledge of grammar helps children to understand the function of 
words, different types of sentences, ‘moods’, voice, formality and various writing 
structures. 

The more they understand about this, the more 
confident they can become when manipulating words 
and sentences – and the more sophisticated their 
writing can become. 

Some people do write ‘by instinct’ and have a natural 
grasp of language, but it is possible to teach good and 
fluent writing through a grammatical approach as well 
as through an ‘immersive’ approach (‘real’ experiences) 
– and we try our best to do both in tandem at Raglan. 



The Papers: GPS
Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
Grammar and Punctuation

45 minutes

50 questions from any of the below:

Spelling

20 spellings

From the year 3/4 and 5/6 spelling lists; any letter string, suffix, 
prefix, spelling pattern or rule (including exceptions) taught since 
phase 6 (year 2).



Question domain breakdown



How can you help?

Mixed-up spellings.

Rearrange the letters in a 

word from the year 5/6 

spelling list (which can be 

found in the reading 

record) and see if your 

child can work out what 

it is.

Guess the word:

ruebsi

Write down some sentences for your 
child to punctuate correctly.

Encourage them to proof read for you.

Word classes: copy some sentences 
from a book and work together to 
underline the conjunctions, 
prepositions, determiners, verbs, 
adverbs, nouns, adjectives or main 
or subordinate clauses.

Play word games: say a word and 
ask your child to tell you a synonym 
(a word with a similar meaning) or 
an antonym (a word with the 
opposite meaning).



Reading
1 Hour to read and answer (Wednesday).

Usually around 35-38 questions

3 or 4 texts, split between: fiction, non-fiction 

and possibly poetry.

Majority of marks are for retrieval of facts; making inferences; understanding 

vocabulary in context. 

Supporting answers/opinions with evidence from the text in 2 and 3 mark questions. 

Some 3 mark questions require children to summarise what they have read across an 

individual section. 

Gráinne Hallahan (@heymrshallahan) wrote this article for TES, highlighting why this year’s paper was perceived to be so 
difficult. Her analysis states that there are “just 21 and a half minutes to answer 38 questions - meaning you have to give an 
answer every 34 seconds (this includes the time it will take to go back and re-read a passage to get their answer).”

https://www.tes.com/magazine/analysis/primary/why-years-sats-reading-paper-was-so-difficult


Question Domains

Retrieving and recording information and making inferences and deductions continue to be 
the domains that are focussed on.



Wordiest ever Reading SATs paper

Since the new style SATs began in 2016, in this year’s reading paper (I’m using ‘wordy’ here to mean the 
amount of words!):

Extract 1 was the second wordiest extract 1 ever (closely beaten by 2019’s Extract 1)

Extract 2 was the wordiest extract 2 ever

Extract 2 was the wordiest non-fiction extract ever

Extract 2 was the second wordiest extract ever

Extract 3 was one of the least wordy extract 3s (last year’s was less wordy)

The entire paper was the second wordiest paper ever (closely beaten by 2019’s paper)



Listening to your child read can take many forms.

First and foremost, focus developing an enjoyment and love of reading.

Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally as important as listening to 

your child read.

Read a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long periods of time!

Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the plot, the characters, their 

feelings and actions, how it makes you feel, predict what will happen and encourage your 

child to have their own opinions.

Look up definitions of words together – you could use a dictionary, the internet or an app 

on a phone or tablet.

All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve anything 

from fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football programmes, TV 

guides.

How can you help?



The MATHS papers

Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)

Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)

Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)



The MATHS papers
Mathematics

The questions that appear in the maths papers are taken from topics taught since the beginning 
of KS2. 

In the previous two years, we have seen less content from year 6 learning and a much bigger 
focus on the learning covered up to year 5.



Calculation and Fractions focussed

2023 continued the recent 
trend of being heavily 
focussed on Fractions, 
decimals and percentages. 

There was again a 
significant number of written 
calculations needed across 
all 3 papers.



Paper 1 – arithmetic 
Usually 36 questions, where the majority are worth 1 

mark and some worth 2 marks.

Less than 1 minute per question!

Children are required to make use of discrete 

arithmetic skills and will test their basic addition, 

subtraction skills including fractions, percentages, 

multiplication and division.

At 40 marks it will make up just over 1/3 of the marks 

available in across the 3 papers.

Importantly, for the 2 mark questions that involve 

multiplication and division, examiners will expect 

children to use the standard written method to be 

awarded 1 mark, even if the final answer is incorrect. 



Paper 2 and 3 - reasoning

These papers will have a focus on children’s ability to apply 
their mathematical knowledge and solve problems from any 
area across the curriculum, taught in any of the previous 
years. 

Each paper has 35 marks available, with several of the 
questions being worth 2 or 3 marks. 

These questions are contextualized, multistep problems; 
children can get 1 or 2 marks for showing correct working, 
even if they don’t come to the correct answer.



How can you help?
– these underpin so much of the content that is covered in the SATS. 

Play mental maths games including counting in different amounts, forwards and backwards; 

Encourage opportunities for telling the time (12 and 24 hours) and discuss time elapsed and differences in time 

(measuring in units of 60); 

Encourage opportunities for counting coins and money; finding amounts or calculating change when shopping; 

Look for numbers on street signs, car registrations and anywhere else!

Look for examples of 2D and 3D shapes around the home; 

Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes, with reference to imperial measures. 



ONLINE RESOURCES: 
There are lots of useful resources online that provide revision materials for 

Year 6 Maths units, for example… 



The writing assessment
The assessment of writing is done in a different way, but it remains 

an extremely important aspect of the SATs. 

• During the year, the children will experience a range of different 

reading texts and other ‘immersive experiences’ (e.g. films, 

documentaries) that will be used as a stimulus for their writing. 

• The children will produce a broad range of different types of writing – different levels of 

formality, style and tone to suit different purposes and to appeal to different kinds of reader. 

• The Year 6 teachers then assess the range of writing against the writing assessment framework. 

The assessment is submitted in June.

• Periodically, the teachers’ assessments are moderated by an outside agency (Greenwich Borough 

for Raglan). 

You can support the writing at home, very easily, by introducing your child to different genres of writing 

(e.g. newspapers, magazines, poetry, plays, scripts, ‘classic’ novels and even little bits of Shakespeare!) 



How we prepare the students
At Raglan, we try to give the children the best possible chance to meet their potential in 

the SATs tests, as an indicator of ‘where they are’ at the end of their primary school career. 

We do this in the following ways… 

• We use ‘mini-warm-up’ tests, early in the academic year, to allow the children to see the 

style and range of questions that tend to come up in SATs. These also help us to gauge the 

learning needs of the children in Year 6. 

• We hold two weeks of ‘Mock SATs’, in January and March, which follow the exact same 

procedure as the main SATs; the children work in small ‘focus groups’. 

• Targeted revision of all learning units (supported by Home Learning). 

• Those not in the test sessions take part in creative activity sessions, which are 

supported by staff members to keep the children calm, happy and ready. 

• The SATs breakfast! (Every day of the official tests.) 



Scaled scores
These will be reported to the DfE.

Scaling is used to establish a baseline (expected standard) and allows for consistency across 

national results. 

Each pupils’ RAW test score will be converted into a scaled score.

A scaled score of below 100 is classed as working towards national expected standard

A scaled score of 100 represents the national expected standard.

A scaled score of over 110, is classed as working at greater depth

In July 2024, each pupil will receive:

- A RAW score, which is the total number of marks awarded in GPS, Maths and Reading. 

- A scaled score in GPS, Maths and Reading. 

- Confirmation of whether or not they achieved the ‘national expected standard’. 



THE RESULTS: 
how do secondary schools use them?
In some ways, this is a difficult question to answer, as all schools operate differently. It might be 

a good idea to contact the office of a school you are interested in and ask if they have a policy 

on using SATs results as part of their baseline testing of Year 7 students: 

• Some secondary schools do use SATs as part of their ‘baseline’ for organizing pupils 

into ability groups. 

• Some schools use them to identify talent – students who may require additional challenge. 

• Some schools may have their own strategies for baseline testing once new Year 7 pupils have 

joined (or in advance of joining). 

Try not to be concerned… 

• Year 6 teachers at Raglan provide ‘transition’ details to secondary schools, which give a much 

more rounded idea of a child’s abilities and/or support needs, as well as the pupil’s personality 

and interests.  

• Local secondary schools send representatives to talk to Year 6 students and their teachers, to 

build up their knowledge of their prospective pupils. 



The timetable

Monday 13th May
English: Grammar – Paper 1

English: Spelling – Paper 2

Tuesday 14th May
English: Reading

Wednesday 15th May
Mathematics: Arithmetic – Paper 1

Mathematics: Reasoning – Paper 2

Thursday 16th May
Mathematics: Reasoning – Paper 3

Friday 17th May
No paper – FREEDOM(ish)



Revision guides and home learning
Regular short pieces of revision set from guides. 

This could be taken from any part of the curriculum taught since 

year 3. 

Support learning, really embed the teaching by revisiting 

concepts taught in previous years.

Instant review, feedback and tracking of progress.

Activities will be set on Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday, with two evenings to complete 

the learning.


